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and ſome others. 
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Bj pa mon, by evil report and 

good report; a deceivers, and yet true; 45 

unknown, and ye! well known; 4s dying, 
and. behold we live; 2Cor.6. 9, 9. 
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tention, © or deſire Controverſie, 
or are impatient in bearing 
Reproaches, that we appear thus 
- "publick : But ſuch have been the 
repeated high Charges, and ſmart ' 
_ Laſhes, that our Adverſaries (more 
eſpecially ſome of the Presbyterian 
Aſſembly) have of late taken a li- 
2 * ny and laviſhly, to be- 

n us; that ve find our , 
Fg. concern'd to Clear and Vin- 


. e the Truth and Innocency of 
our Chriſtian Profeſſion, from thoſe 


ck Aſperſivns, that have render'd 
ſo frightful and formidable, as 


7. though *rwere-only a meer Compli- 


cation of peſtilenqErrors; as well 


as to ſatisfie the Minds of ſuch of 


our pioully inclined Neighbours, as 


er * be deſirous to hear us ſpeak 


F for 
1 | 


for our faves; Wo EN fo 5 a 
formation & thoſe, Who me ade N 
been cz upon, by chat drels.; 3 
herein our Oppoſers have repre- 
ſented us. ny although theſe can 
Object 19 oY material againſt u“ 
now, that hath not been long ſince, 
over and over, offer'd by ſome of 
the ſame Perſwaſion, and have as 
often received Anſwers from ſome, 
or other of our Friends; (ſome o 
5 which have never yet been by theth © 
Replyed unto) yet foraſmuch as 
thoſe may not have come to" the 
view of many of our Nighbours, 
for whom this is chiefly 1ntEnded, 
we thought it fit briefly to day fo 
much as we think may be accom- * 
madate ts the preſent occaſion; and 
winch perhaps, with . 
Minds, may beſpeak our Creed not 
io unſound and errgneous, as our 
ſomewhat different deportmentMth 
render'd us obnoxious and contemp- g.% 
Lible, as well as diſtaſteful, to thoſe' 
who either ambitiouſſy affect Honour 
e and Reſpect, and love Greetings, v7 
24. think a Complaiſauc Complyan 
1 che * Cuſtoms, and Comiles | 
— 2 


= of Te Age u OY Life r. 
heſt Expreſſion of their Civility and: 
i ; good. Manners. 
| We therefore deſire our Well- 
Aol Neighbours, candidly to- 
Wel gh what we. have to alledge 
5 lt the Clamours of thoſe, WHO 
to he fure will not ſet us out to our 
| „belt advantage; and to receive an 
Account from"opr ſelves, what we 
are, and what we believe and hold 
for Chriſt ian Truchs; who certainly 
muſt needs know better our own 
Belief, than thoſe who perhaps ne- 
ver examined, to any other end 
than to find faul 7, if ever they did 
it: And alſo, that we expreſs not 
our Belicf, in ſome partichlars, in 
the. affected Terms of other aue 
; ſors of Chriſtianity; but think 1 
moge rcaſonable and ſafe to eee 
|. . our ſelves with that Dreſsof Lan- 
EV 7 guage, in which the Holy Gholt 
ſe Wl. thought fit to hand them to us in 
ar the Holy Scriptures : Thoſe molt 
0 20 Excellent and Divine Writings, 
to TH which above all others in the World, 
* challenge our Reverehce and moſt 
A: TY TIMES» diligent 


; 
+ . 1 * 
{4 -< 
: rf” 


[ 
q 


n $975 Cota - 
8 8 9 I 
n A 1 K 


o_ 


x6 diligent Bead W * 
God, and Rich Striltian Freaſury 
of divine ſaving Truths, which were 

Rom.15. written for our Learning, that we 
through patience and comfort obs 

| them may have Hope;-and are pro- 

2 Tim. 3. fi table for Doctrinè, Reproof, Cor- Ml. 

2 erection, and in Inſtruction in Righ- * 
teouſneſs, to the perfecting, and; 

 throughly furniſhing ef the Man of 3 
GOD to every goo@W ork; e 
him wiſe unto Salvation, throu | 
* Faith which is in Chrilt Jeſs An- + 
taining all Chriſtian Doctrines ne- | 

cCeſſary to be believed for Salvation, 
and-are a ſufficient External Standard 
and Touchſtone to try the Doctrines — 
of Men y and we ſay with the Apo- 

Gal.1,8, ſtle,  Whoſoever ſhall publiſh and 
propagate any other Goſpel and 
Faith, than is therein teſtified of to 
us, by hoſe Inſpired Pen- men who 
were the firſt Promulgators thereof, q 
though he were an Angel, let him 
be aceurſed: All which, and what- 
ſoever is therein contained, we as 
firmly believe as any of you do; Iz 
and as *tis the Duty of every ſincere 4. Jt 

_ Chriſtian,” we are heartily Thankful -/ 
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1 


* 7 3 * 
7 33 b 
; A | g 
Ls 3 "=: * 2 
1 = 3 & | 7 
; * « gr 5 — 
| bi *: a 6 ao 
\ G : » 4 
f ? f > 
— - * IS 8 . Y 
4 


* 
* . * y 
5 YE 
* , Ha 
. +56 

* 


1 


to our Time, to our great 
| <BEnecfit and Comfort. Rn 5 
We Believe in that Great Omni- ks A 
| Jptent;,God, that made and created —- 
EF 1 things, and gave us our Being, 5 
hom in Sincerity of Heart we fear, 
, reperence and worſhip, being ſeri- - 
| oully concern'd for our Souls wel- | 
fare to Eternity. We believe that Po 
_ Great Myſtery, that there are Three 
that bear, Record in Heaven, the Fa- 3 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and that 
- | theſe Three are One in Being and 
Subſtance: And, as do ye, ſo do we 
alſo hope for. and expect Salvation, 
only and alone throngh the Son of 
God, our bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
_JESUS,CHRIST'of Nazareth ; ” 
believing that God the Father, hath fi.45.s 
ordained him for Salvation to the s 13; 
ends of the Earth; and that no wy 
7 her Name is given under Heaven, C-. 12. 
a 1 4 by which Men ſhall be ſaved; who 
«$$, being Conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, _ 
in the Womb of che Virgin Mary, . 
was born of her at Beshlehem; as alſo 
3 . his. Holy and Exemplary Life, per- eg 
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0 7 * „ ; 
fedly free from Sin; 1 Dog 2 " 
Miracles, Sufferings, and Death Wp-* © || 
on the Croſs, without the os or. 
Jeruſalem : 5 his Reſurrt from 
the Dead, and Aſcenſion 15 Hea- 
ven, where he is at the Right Hand“ 
of God the Father, perfect GO 
and perfect Man, and the alone Me- "4 9 
' diator between GO D and Man; \ 
and is our Advocate with the Fa- 
ther, and ever liveth to make Inter- 
| ceſſion for us; and alſo ſhall judge 
acts 10. both Quick and Dead: All which, » + 
* and whatſoever elſe is recorded, of | 

bim in the Sacred seren we 
firmly believe. „ 

This Jeſns, in whom dwelt the 
Fulneſs of the Godhead, we believe, . 
offer'd up himſelt, according to the + 
Eph. 5.2. Will of che Father, an acceptabe 
| Loba2. Sacrifice to God, and became a Pro- gy 
8 Pittacion for the Sins of Mankind, WH 
12. to the end of the Wor 14, and died- for. MELTS of 
Rom. . all Men, as all died in Adam; thre »*}* 
12,13. whoſe Blood God proclainis Rg& = 
däemption and Salbation to Man, 
23 and offers to he reconciled, and 

Rem. 3. freely for his Sous ſake to remir, 


| 1 forgive, and paſs oy all * Offences,” 


Col. 2.9. 
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* | "repent of their Sins, and turn from 125 28 
the fame; and ſhall ſo believe in our 43. and 


cumſpeck, Chriſtian Life, and obey fu , 
_ |», his Commands, thereby continuing 304 
F »* 2 Cor. 5 
T.\? . .,Which Holy Life, ſo much Cele- N 
-. - 4: -brated and ſtrictly kept to in the John 14. 
— Primitive Ages of Chriſtianity, (that = 7 | 
+; whoſoever named the Name, or took &15-10. 
„the Name of Chriſt upon them, were 1 
f to depart from Iniquity) we helieve, = Pet. 4. 
e ' ought to be inſeparable from a true jive. 
and faithful Chriſtian, as ever ac- 12, to- 
companying a true living and active he end. 
Faith; and it ſeems was thought no 
lefs neceſſary, by theſe that Com- 
poſed the Promiſe, that ſnould be 
made in behalf of Infants, before 
they were admitted into that once 
r. Sacred Catalogue, (to wit) That as 
s „they came to Tears of Diſcretion, they 
E ſhould forſake th Devil, and all his 
*) Works, the Pomps and Vanities of this 
wicked World, and all the ſinful Luſts rit. 2. 
of the Fleſh, and keep God's holy Will 7, 12 
and Commandments, and walk in the 3. 
5 5 > YL | ſame 6 
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Ee 
ſame all the Days of their Les: This 
we believe to be the bounden Du _ 
of Mankind. And though our PGP 

poſers have ſcoff d us, and branded 
. us with Error for holding Perfection. 
' Rom. 6. becauſe (in pleading for a Holy. |} 
*S, 19+ Righteous Life, as that which is 
| 2 Cor. 7, well-pleaſing to God, and avouching fF 
I Ech. . his Power to be ſtronger in Man, + %, 
| 24. as Man believes and cleaves to it, 
bg 1 to reſcue him from under the Power 
4 7. of Satan, than is that of the Devil 
92 retain him in Thraldom) we 
xJokag. have ſometimes made uſe of the 
© Words of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
Mat. „. 2» Be you perfect, as ygur Father which 
48. i in Heaven is perfect: He that hath 
5 this Hope in him, purifieth himſelf even < 
BY 4 as he is pure, &c. Vet have we ne- 
ver pretended to a Moral Perfe&ti- - *® 
on, beyond what is contained in the. . , 
above Promiſe, which is ſound and 
true in it ſelf, and is that which | 
; God requires of us; and therefore 
*tis that we frequently preſs its 
Neceſlicy, and fervently exhort Peo- | 
ple to its Performance. Neither do- 
we expect to be exempt from Temp- 
tions, while we inhabit theſe frail_. _ 
; | Taber- 
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ified, the more their Habit is weak= © * 
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— 7 which. is no Sin, pro- 

ed we conſent not: Chriſt him- 
ſelf was likewiſe Tempted, yet he 
Sinn'd not. For tho' both Good and 
Evil is preſented: to our Thoughts, 


yet we appropriate neither, but as 


we entertain and embrace it : So 
that tho? the number of Thoughts 
may, ſometimes preſs us, and the na- 
ture of ſome grieve us; yet they 
don't otherwiſe affect us, or is Sin 
thereby conceived, if our Wills 
dbn't cloſe with, and joyn to them, 


by conſenting ; but if we conſent, 
we are culpable in the ſight of God, 


though it proceed not to an open 
Immorality. And as we can't pre- 


vent the forming of ſome Thoughts, 


ſo we gan't wholly avoid the pre- 


ſentation of ſome Evil ones, while 


our common Enemy is buſie with 
his Baſts ; but yet the more we re- 


fiſt, and the more the Luſts and Af- 


fections of the Eleſh (which is the 
part that entertains them) is nior- 


ned, their Aſſaults feebler, and we 


= dis BY 


the leſs infeſted by them. 


a 5 e . 


Eph. 2.8. 


James 2. 
18, to 
the end. 


Heb. 11. 
6. 
Rom.12. 
132. 


" Heb.2 9. 
& 10. 12. 


828 
r 1 
FW 


Acts 3. 
19. 


hence been falſely accu 


as the efficient and procuring Cauſe 


that the Traditional Belief of that 
alone is not ſufficient to entitle ns 
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„rr HE. 
agevithſtanding we ite 
expect to be ſaved by our owl, 
Works, as being Meritorious ; yet 
we don't acknowledge a Holy Life, 


And 
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of our Salvation; whick we, no leſs ---- 4 
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than you, totally refer -to the Free 
Grace and Mercy of God in Chriſt, 
without any Merit in Man; but we 
eſteem it as a conſtant Companion. 
thereto, and a neceſſary Condition 
on our part, in complyance with 
God's Gracious Offer, without which 
we may not obtain it, being inſepa- 
rably annext to that Faith, which 
only pleaſeth God, and is but our, _ 
reaſonable Duty. | 
And we believe, that although 
Chriſt thus offer'd up himſelf once 
for all, for the Sins of all Men, to. 
the end of the World; thereby ren- 
dring Repentance and Amendment 
of Life prevalent with God; yet 
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to that common Salvation that comes 
by him; but that 'tis of neceſſity 
we truly Repent, and be Convertèd 

5 | from 
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vile Good ; and 
efare tis no leſs neceſſary for 
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now, than *twas for Believers in 
the Apoſtles Days, that we be turn- 
ed from Darkneſs to Light; or in 
other terms, from the dark Power 
of Sat, to the Power of God, 
Who is Light, that thereby we may 
every one know the Work of Re- 
--demption and Salvation, wrought in 
and for our ſelves : For 'tis not 
enough to believe that Chriſt died, 
it we feel not the bleſled Effects of 
his Death, who came to fave us Mat. 2. 
from our Sins, and bleſs us by turn- Ag, ;. 
ing us from our Iniquities, and gave 26. 
that he might redeem Tit. 2.14 
; quity, and purifie unto 
= himſelf a peculiar People, zealous of 
good Works. 
For we believe ſuc 
natural State of Man in the Fall, 7: 
that by Nature we are dead as to _ 
God, gat a diſtance from him, prone 2 Cor. 5. 
to Evil, and to gratifie the Deſires gm... 
of our Senſual Mind, ſway'd by the Rm. 
corrupt and finful Luſts of the Fleſu, 
and under the power of a ſtrange 
'd by the Prince 


 himfelf for 
As from all 


Fi 
; 


Power of the Air; ſo that ur in- . 


ward Man being thus Dead m 
God, we cannot exerciſe our Splxi- 


tual Senſes towards him; nor kan i 


x cer. a. this natural Man perceive, know, 


. or ſavour the things of God, which 


only are Spiritually Diſcerned: 


Wherefore, —_— our © | - 
Saviour died for us, we are yet by , 
Nature in a miſerable undone Con- 


dition, in Captivity to our Souls | 


Enemy, except we know the Second 


iCor.15.' Adam, the Lord from Heaven, that | | 


Sch. 2. FF Spirit, to quicken our 
a 


1,5. Souls, make us alive to God 
"Col.2,13 


8 8. again 7 that bei 


reſtored to the 


11. uſe of our inward Senſes, we may, | 


Y 


| i hs 5. by the aſſiſtance of his Divine Lighty=-1-« 
abu ., (wherewith for that end he hath - 


Eph.2 


#123 bleſs'd, all the Sons and Daughters 


of Men) ſee our ſelves in this fad |, 
and loſt State, under the Wrath of 
God, and abhor our ſelves therefore; 


and under this living Senſe (where-, | 
1 aaſpect than before) cry to God for — 
_ Deliverance therefrom, with ſuch an ® | 


in things will appear with another .. 


2 cor. 5. Inward hearty Sorrow, as Works a 


10. true Repentance for the ſame Tis 
not * 


< 


"oa % 
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Tt dur being ſprinkled, when In- — 


. *fants, that will make us true Chri- 
ſtians, convert us from being Chil- * 
dren of Wrath, to become Children Rom. 8. 
of Grace, and Sons of God, and - 

Members of Chriſt's Church, and 
inveſt us in an Intereſt, in him/; 
*tis not Jearning our Catechiſm, and 

! ſubſcribing to certain Articles of 

Faith, though never ſo Orthodox, 

and being educated in a Hiſtorical 

Belief of what Chriſt did for us 

* | © -above Sixteen Hundred Years ago; 

tis not this only that, will admini- 

ſter a ſufficient, true, and faving 

| , Knawledge of Chriſt, and really in- 

tereſt us in his Death and Sufferings: , 

All which People may pleaſe them- 
ſelves withal, and yet continue as 

' faſt bound under the Dominion of 

'| © -Satan (who ſtill, rules where diſ- 

| ..obedience is) as thoſe leſs perfect 

in that Leſſon. But the true and 

' © faving Knowledge of Chriſt, is to 
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4 > . know our ſelves turn'd from Dark-:aa »«, 
„%% neſs to Light, from the Power of 18. | 
R | Satan to the Power of God, that 
> dy it we may be delivered from the col. 1.3 
2 * Power of Darkneſs, and be tran- 
4 Fry ſlated 


. 
dated nes the Kingdom of his dear 
Son; to know his ſaving Power 
Fobn b. really to reſcue and redeem us from, 
32, 36. under the power of him that hatlt 
enthrall'd us, and leads Captive at #| 
his Will, thoſe who live in the Va- 
nity of keir Minds; to know. him 
Mat. 3. bind this ſtrong. Man, to ſpoil his 
*7* Goods, and diſpoſſeſs and-caſt» him 
out; to know Chriſt to ſit in the 
Mal. 3. Soul as a Reſiner, to burn up, con- 
7 Ns ſume and deſtroy, to purifie and | 
26, 17. throughly to purge, out whatſo- 2 (| 
Rom... ever is contrary to him; to wan 
Zobn 13. us, and make us clean, that we may © 
E , have right to a part in him; that 
being cleanſed and ſanctified, he- 
iGoe de may take up his abode with us, ex- = 
. 23. © erciſing his Kingly Power, and work 
Heb. 13- ing in us both to will and todo of ä⁶˖ 
his good pleaſure. The Mind being 
thus diſ-intangled, and having caſt 
off its former Yoke, the old. things, 
cor. «, being done away, all things now be- 
2 Cor. 5. 
i9. come new; a new tender Heart of 
Pack. 36. Fleſh, according to the Promiſe, 
nem Thoughts, Deſires, Inclinations, 
Affections, Words, and Actions; this : 
| Mat. new Inte producing new Outſide. x PE: 
alſo, 4 x : 
- 


«3 


a * 


* 


. cen . e a new 4. + 
ure; now in Chriſt indeed, and "1 
2 ly entituled to thoſe Benefits that +] 
agcrue to Men through him: That | 
Ini ing Faith, that pleaſeth God, and ne. 
ves Victory, and is ever fruitfu to theo. 
bim in good Works, being begotten, Heb. 12. 
5 and this work of Redemption and © 
Regen&ation thus "wrought 1 in the 
Soul, by Jeſus Chriſt gogether with 7 
tat moſt precious Sacrifice he offer d 
1 bs up, when his preciousBlood was ſhed. 
upon the Croſs for us, we believe, . 
cCompleats the Salvation of every Soul , 
that is thus awakened, and made 1 
alive, and ſet free, by che Power and 
Spirit of him that is the Way, tlie Fon 3. 
_ «Truth, and the Life of every Soul that 3s. 
(47 that truly lives to God, to walk in that 4 
Holy Way of Life, Truth and Peace, _ 
that was prepared of old for the Ran- 5 & 
ſomed and Redeemed to walk in. $i 
„And webelicve, that he graciouſly 
-W « Waits, with exceeding great Kindneſs 
and long ſuffering, that Men may 
Repent; knocking at the Door of ders 
every Man's Heart, freely offering, 3, 
. not impoſing his Aſſiſtance to this 
moſt concerning work and change oo * 
© the 


* 


** 


45 


wherein God will Hodge — 19 „ 
by JeſusChriſt, and Sy; ſecrerthi ; 
will be made manifeſt, Go | will e 
juſtified, and clear of the Blood of all. | 
Men; and every Mouth will be ſtop- © | * 
| ped, and every Man's Condenination -- 
will be of himſelf; for having re- 
jected the AY. of his Viſitatiop, 
(wherein calls to Man) and - 
offers to be reconciled to him; for 
reſiſting the Strivings, and fee. 
Neh. e the Reproofs of his Spirit, Which in 
3% _- matchleſs Mercy he hath given Man 
to inſtruct him, and ſhew and lead 
him in the way of Life and Peace. py. 
We believe, that tho' the. pravitꝭ 5 
„ of Man's Nature in the Fall luce. 
nom. g. that the Natural or Carnal Man, that 
57:8 .;s enmity againſt God, in the tate f 
meer Nature, minds only the things | |. 
of the Fleſh, and naturally brings. 
forth the Works thereof, and canno: 
pleaſe God, nor keep and obſerve hic 
Laws, but is prone to evil; Yer that 
® thoſe who embrace the Viſitation ofs | |: 
1 bet. x, God, and are really regenerated, and 
. Born again of Incorruptible Set: 
4 «a the” wa of God, that lives and 4 
gh . abides, J 


a zes re ever, that 8e Word zer. «4 


> 


%* nat is quick and powerful, and able 2? | 
14 0 ſave and ſanctiſie the Soul; are Jnr | 
3 born into a new Life, and inveſted ' 

©. with another and higher Power, and 

tl } © becomes Spiritually-minded, and by eh. 3.5. 

A 2 | - "the Spirit are ſer at liberty to walk 

3" after the Spirit, and bring forth its * 
2 1 * fruits, and receive ability from the i 
„ * Abit to ſerve God àcceptably; be- 

d 7 ing now led by the Spirit of God, and Rom. 8: 

Deg 


„ econ his Children, ys of him, 3 

8 1 c through the Spirit of Adoption I 

n | --. recciv'd into their Hearts, have right 

5 5 to call God Father, and Jeſus Lord: 1cor. 12. 
For having through the Spirit morti- on. 9. 
_ fied-che Old Man, or firſt Nature, with 13. and 
his corrupt and depraved Inclina- £5, 

2 4 tions, and evil Deeds, and put him 2 23, 

off, having crucified the Fleſh, with & ., 

*” "the Affections and Luſts thereof, they Col. 3. y. 
ut on the New and Heavenly Man, © 

1 "Which after God is created in Righ- 

f; teouſneſs and true Holineſs; +4 be- | 

ing renewed inathe Spirit of their , _ = 9 

I they now walk in Newneſs — 3 

of Life, and are really in Chriſt; 

and therefore are changed, and be- - 

come new Creatareszand now 1 


r 


Rom. 13. 
44. 


Iſal. 26. 
12 
Phil. 2. 
13 and 
4. 13, 
T Joh. 15.5 


on Coy 


 - Ciple fuperiour to that which former- - 
ly govern'd them, having their Minds 
raiſed to a Region above that of fallegy, 

Nature; ſo that now the ſtfeam offs, 
their Thoughts Deſires and Actions yl 
runs in another Current, and the 


Chriſt is; that Eye being now RY 
all the tranſient. Felicities that this 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, ought thus to 4 7 


cloathed upon, and covered with his 


his Holy Life brought forth in andè 


they can do whatſoever he com- 
mands them; that as they abide 


2 KF 


and act 15 the i af a =Y * T 0 


bent of their Affections are after 
thoſe things that are above, where 


that ſees a more tranſcendent! eauty 
and Deſireableneſs in the Inviſible 
and Durable Treaſures of him, than 


World tan afford. 
And we believe, that whoever” 
expects the bleſſed Imputation of as 


put on the Lord eſus, and to be thus? 


* 
* * 4 
$ £ 


Righteoufneſs, and in meaſure have 


through them; and know him to en- 4 
liven and influence their Minds, and - {* 
to work in and fof them; and that *® 
without him they can do mthing ; bur # 
through him that ſtrengthens them, 


vin 8 


* 8 


lying Branches in him, through that 7% 13. 
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bf thoſe that are really in him: He 2 cor. 5. 
f 4qthat „ MChriſt, is a new Creature; old 17. : 


il] + things are paſt away, bekpld all things are 7 


7 fd become new. Tobn ſays; He that ſaith 6. & 39. 
be abideth in bim, ought bimſelf alſo ſo 8, 9. 
to walk, even as be walked. We aſcribe 
nothing to Man, as having any pow- 
er or ability in or of himſelf to pleaſe 


t os. but attribute all Power to do? 


5 that which is good to Chriſt alone, in 
; whom only the Father is well-pleaſed. Jh 15. 


| - *Tis*hrough him that Men fo love 
and fear God, as to efchew Evil, and 

+ work that Righteouſneſs which is ac: at 10. 
ceptable to him; upon whom there- 3+ 35. 
fore Man's dependance ought to be | 
daily, to receive from him ſuch ſuit- 
aʒble ſupplies, as through a conſtant 


* 


Watchfulneſs may enable them ſo to 
Walk, as to continue in his R 6 9 
8 | ä an ö 


A e onion. his Siler For i By not, 
4ã⁊24.s 00 many ſeem either to 880 
gine, or would gladly have it to be, 
that they may live in Sin and Di- 
obedience here, and indulge. ther 
2 corrupt A and yer here- 
' » | after have Chriſts Righteouſneſs im- 
pauted to them. For tho e are not . 
under the Moſaical Law, ſa as to be . 
bobliged to 7 Ordioantte - divers 
— 0p Wakkin gs, and Levitical pf hopd 
at, 3. Chriſt our High Prieſt having offer d } 


up hi welk on efor: all, and aboliſ d. 
3 ng are we not {0 under Grace, as a 
= a. : to be diſcharged from living well; 
Wk. tho! we ate not tyed to its Rites 4 


5 Ceremonies, - .yet are we obliged to 
NY fulfil its Righteouſneſs, which Chriſt,” 
1 E came not to deſtroy, but to eſtabliſn. 
35, For tho God be gracious and mer- 
4 ciful to forgive us our Treſgaſſes, 
FRY through the Meditation of Chrilt , 
1 Ih ©. , upon our true and hearty Repent- q 4 
1 2 ance, and turning from them; yet: 
$ kis not that we ſhould take a liberty 
40 goon in Sin and Rebellion againſt 4 
| dim. We are not to Sin, becauſe he 
HS Row. e is Gracious, that his Grace may a- 
g * bound: If ſo, Where! is the Rs] 
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FF of this way? If this be to take upa 
3 e to our own Wills, that 
we may perform his, Pray where is 
| the Pers of the Fleſh? Thoſe than 
-* | © cate Vertually in Chriſt, which ren- 1 
"| . - ders them acceptable to the Father 'Y 


N 


and agmpleatly eſpouſed to him, 1 
» WF." . mult needs have reſigned their Wills, | " 


as an effect of true Love, and requi- 
EF We 10 ſtrick an Union; oppoſite 
Wills being inconſiſtent there with; 
| + whence Obedience neceſſarily follows. 
The Apoſtle Jobn, after having fig- . 
3 nified, that God is Light, and that x 2 
thoſe that would know the Blood of 
— Cleanſing, and true Fellowſhip with 
rl + him, and one another, ought to walk. 
BB >” = theiLight, as be is in the Light, tells 
S the young and weak in the Faith, 
whom he calls Children, that he writ * 
* Mt | * choſe things chat they ſhould not ſin; ap: 2: 
but yet if any through weakneſs or 
WM - inadvertency ſhould fin, and ſo fall 
under the Father's Diſpleaſure, ge 
tells them, that Chriſt the Righteous 
is both a Propitiation, and alſo an Ad- 
Vvocate that intercedes with the Fa- 
 » "ther; and that their keeping his Com- 
muands, was the ſureſt * 
5 their 


ö 


N 


* 
J 
? 
| 
| 
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= . the 8 aber 885 I 6 

ef G hides thts, PS * 995 
2 "they bad overcome the Evil 0% < $5 
Theſething s may ſoon beſpoken | 
and SSenpreig in thegUnder- < 


&-. ' . ſtanding; but to experienes em ful- 
= fill d in- our: ſelves, is out higheſt in- 
tttteereſt, and only can make us ſhare 
ke | in them. The ? cliches of Chriſtiant® 
I ty, and happineſsof Chriſtians, don“ i 
4 Conſiſt i having our Heads ſtuft with .* i * 
RE knowledge, only to lodge there and 

| Ps feed upon; but to have our pr 


21,23, filled with divine love, Which A 
mates us to diligence, and inſpires 5 10 
wich courage and vigor to obſerves. — 
: and perform the Will of God; who 
boobs not at what People profeſs on- i 
i" ly, or by what name they are call' d. 
| 4 but regards the Heart, and what Prin- 
+ _ _» Ciple governs there: People may 
make a Profeſſion of the beſt things; 
* and yet continue alive to themſelves; 
1 they may alter Opinion or Perſwa- 
| ſion, and yet not turn from Dark- F 
* neſs to Light, from the Power of Sa- 
tan to God, There hath nor been- 
* wanting 


E46 


Notions, poliſh'd with Rhetorick and 
Oratory; but that power and life 
that reaches the Heart, and gives vi- 

ctory and Dominion over it's luſts 
and affections, which war againſt the 


| 


profit with, will 


Soul, is that which too many are 
yet ſtrangers to: When yet to know 


Our lapſed Souls reſtored from their 
firſt fallen ſtate in Adam, and raiſed 
to a ſtation where we may both per- 


ceive the things of God, and receive 


power to work his Will; to know 


our Minds redcemed, and that pow- 


er vanquiſh'd, which led us captive, 
and we leaven'd by the Heavenly 


Gift, into it's own nature; as *tis the 
very Life and Marrow of that Reli- 
gion, about whote exterior parts the 
world is filled with Noiſe; 1o'tis the 
proper and moſt concerning-buſineſs 


of our lives, to find this great Salva- 
* 


tion accompliſh'd in us. The expe- 
rimental working out whereof in the 
Heart, by the ſaving Grace and Spi- 
Lit of God, that is given to Man to 
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yield more ſatisfa 3, 4. 
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13 Soul, that ſincerely ſeeks the King ⁶⁵ 

dom of Heaven, and the Righteou*. | 

neſs thereof, in whom tis begun and 
carrying on, than to hear or read aT 


| their days: of what God hath done A 
E. through all Ages, for thoſe that tru- 
+ ly love and fear him; For want of 
N which 'tis, that the profeſſion of ß 

- Chriſtianity is generally fo empty - 
and barren in producing a real piouRs 
Life, attended with the Fruits of the * : 
Spirit, and a due Obedience proceed- * | 
ing fromthe Birth of the Spirit, with» 
out which the moſt rekned Methods 
of Worſhip and Devotion will not * 
N recommend us to God, who is in- 
acceſſible by tbe birth of the Fleſh. Nor « 
do we believe that tis acceptable to* | 
God for people to ſing before him. 
thoſe Songs and Pſalms, that were 
: the Experiences and ſpiritual Exer- 
d CiſesofHoly Men in times paſt, with- 
odðcdiut having ſome living Experience - 
1 of the ſame things in themſelves; or 4 
that People can properly and truly * 
Io | ſpeak more, or farther of the things 
„ __ . +of Gadd, than what they have known- 
+ And experienced. 
ER  «- * Where 


2 
* * 
* 


4 


x © | > that being perſiſted in, does neceſſa- 
* | © Yily lead to Damnation, and for . 
E 1 the * Devil muſt needs carry us = an a 
| Pick-pack to Hell? Is it in that we and an- 
4 hold Orth the infinite Love of God ie r 
5 to Mankind, in not only freely of his 2 
<4 meer Grace and Favour, providing 
W a Sacrifice, through which an Atone- 
I 1+ ment is made for the paſt Tranſgreſ- 
Y "+ ſions of Man, who was never at all 


= EF ol 2 * br F 
- * "Js > © 
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2 * r 
+ I, * 

— LN © 


he 3 at theſe und 
ee is lodg'd 
that latent Venom ſo much fear'd 
= and talk'd bf by our Adverfaries, | 
that is ſo dangerouſly contagious, 


. 21 And apt to infect the. Minds of thoſe 


that ſhall incline toconverſe with us, 

or ohr Books, touching our Belief 

- in theſe neceſſary Points of Chriſtia- 
- + pity ? Which of them is it, that be- a; cg 


1 +, Ingimbibed, is more mortal and de- Thones | 
ſtructive to the Soul, and defiles it 


more than drinking a Draught of 
Poyſon, or going to a Bawdy- houſe ? 
Where are thg{e damnable Opinions 
and Hereſies wherewith you have 
been terrified ? Which of them is it, 


in a capacity to make any for him- 
ſelf ; which is applicable to every 
C 2 One 
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one who all Dee ® dent Nu 

return; but hath alſo aoded t0 all 7 

the means of Faith, Repentance and 

Converſion; for: God requires not 

impoſſibilities of Men, but expect ꝰ 

they ſhould improve thoſe talent“ 

John. ;. diſtributed to them; In. not only” | 

13 16: ſending forth the Son of lis love to 1 

OY '* dye for their Sins, that they ſhould wy 

er 12. no longer live therein; but alſo i in, + 

1 ſending forth his Light and Spirit of 

76,17, Truth into their Hearts, to lead and d. 

16. 13. guide them into all Truth; SE of 
Tit.2.11 ſing his Grace that brings Salvation, # 

'2: toappear to all Men, to inſtruct and 

teach them to deny all Ungodlineſs . . 

and Worldly Luſts, to forſake the 

the Devil and all his Works, the | © 

Pomps and Vanities of this wicked © | 

World; to reſcue and fave them 

«+ from living in the ſinful Luſts of the 

Fleſh, and help and ſtrengthen them 

to return to their Obedience, and 4 5 

live a Sober, Righteous and Godly 

Life; to keep God's Holy Will nd | 1 

Commandments, and walk in the {| 
ſame all the days of their Lives. 
Which Gift from God to Man, the 

loly Scriptures plentifully reſtifie © 
| to, 
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| only to beautify and recommend 


"IM * 70 
to un er various aa as 
"Sift, Light, word, 3 Seed, 


Fo Leaven, Anointing, Cc. all 
which, we underſtand that Spit or 


» e n 2 
__ : * 
*** W 
5 


1 * Heavenly Talent, with which God bt. 25. 


. hath endqwed Mankind in ſome de- 
gree or other, that he may profit 


of, by a diligent Co- working there- 
| with, to the anſwering thoſe holy 
ends for which we receive it, we 
doubt not but to be happy in ren- 
dring a good account of our Stew- 
ardſhip, and entring finally into the 


Joy of our Lord. Our Oppoſers 


themſelves alſo pretend to rtheSpi- 
rit and Grace of God, or elſe what 

means their Praying for! it's Aſſiſtance, 
and thoſe plauſible fine-ſpun Diſ- 

courſes of it, wherewith they ſome- 
times entertain their Auditory 2 We 
. > Charitably hope tis more real, than 


them to the Hearers, as what they 
cannot well avoid, for that the Scri- 
ptures are ſo full of that Language; 
4 and if indeed it be real, why is that 
"a Fault and Error in us, which is ſo 
ſound and ornamental in them? And 
Cc & 


F; 
— 


with it; in the improvement where 


we 


I2, 15» 


we thiok 3 it very RF . they 
ſhould apprehend any incongruſty in 
granting this Divine Ptinciple to be VI 
a Divine Light to the Mind; ſinſe 
its proper Office is to teach and in- 5 8. 
ſtruct, to manifeſt and point to us 
our Duty, as well as to diſpoſe and . 
enable us to perform it; and os f \ 
to be our Leader and Governour. If 
the Godly Admonitions, and Exem- T 
plary Lives of Good Men, were 
rightly called Lights to the World, 
furely much more properly may this, © 
whoſe Fountain is Light, (and does | 
more nearly illuminate and inform |. 
the Underſtanding, and renders thoſe _ 
13 juſtly challenge that ne- 
= eſlary and acceptable appellation.” - 
FE” if then the Grace and Spirit of God 
John 14. be in the Hearts of Men, ſurely Sf 
- #55"; not wholly unaRive there, but will 
45 be making ſome Attempts towards 
5 7. 2 accompliſhing the end for w 7 
placed there; t will be ati 
tacking the Enemy and en 
ing co ſupplant its cont 
ing holy ud pure ins 
it's never reconcileable to Sin 
+ Evil, but ever nt it and 
| "ay, Ms 


may, As e Men 29 it, be «ants = 
known by the nature of its Efforts. - - ' 
And we dare appeal even to all Man- 
kind, whether they find not ſome- 
thing placed in theiggMinds and Con- 
ſciences, which tho perhaps not re- 
gent thexe, yet never mingles with, 
nor conſents to their evil Beeds, but 
always remains undefiled, and teſti- 
ies againſt them, and convicts, re- 
proves, and condemns them for it ; 
and alſo oft. times in the cooler tem- 
per of their Spirits, manifeſts their 
States to them, and as *twere reafons 
With them, diſcovering the Evil of 
their ways, ſecretly calling to them. 
to come out of it; begetting Deſires 
and Inclinations, ſometimes to ſeck 
after God, and to make their Peace 
with him. Now fince Man in his 
meer natural State, is totally Dead, 
and fallen from God, that he cannot 
as of himſelf think a good Thought; 
that God only is eſſentially good, 
nas that which is truly fo, muſt 
ds proceed from him: This Prin- 75% 16. 
dDiplesdus, that ever convicts us for b, 13. 
2 we Ace and Evil, whether in Thought, 
"Word, or Deed, and diſpgſerty'us to 
C conſider 
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. makes Men 1 in the m of 
13 nene. reminding them, that for 
_ _ thoſe things they muſt gi e an AG" : 
count; that draws us Heaven. ward, 9 
and inclines us to Vertue and Soc 4 
neſs, to do to all Men as we would 
be done unto; to be Juſt, Sober, Mer-- 
ciful, Temperate, Sc. muſt needs be 
ſomething that is not of us, but is 
pure and immaculate, and of a divine 
Nature; ever aſpiring, and raiſing the 
Mind towards its Original. 
Whence ic cannot be a Natura! 
Light, or meer Light of Nature, as ve- 
rey many would haie it, whoyettalk Þ} 
of the Spirit of God being in Man; þ 
for tis an undoubted Truth, that no be 
Agent can act beyond its own ſphere, - 
and raiſe its Object to a ſtate more 
Noble than it ſelf, nor produce Ef. 
fe&s of a Nature more ſublime than 
its own Original. Beſides, tis very 
clear and evident from Scripture, that 
the Mind of Man is oft lighted, by a 


Pla'. 18. Light ſuperiour to that of meer Rea- 

*% ſon; and that Man by the utmoſt. 
power and extent of Humane Rea- + 

= : lon ba enen. (tho' he may 
$ 3 2 | arrive 


L 4 a5 — 80 * — 43 Is * : 
\ 4 % # f : 


i 2 an n implicicKnowledge that | 
there is a God, yet) can never attain .. 
l "to atrue, ſpiritual and faving Know- 
FM 2 of God, withaut the Concur- 

fene of 4 Divine and Supernatural 

Agent: For tho the Mind of Man, Rom: Y 
1 . ” 28 a Rational Being, be that Capacity 280. 6 


28 to give us a true Diſcerning ot 40%. . 
1 oe things that appertain to him Pphs. 1 
and his Kingdom; and by adhering, 7 
* 2 and yielding Obedience to its Diſ- . 
coveries, we ſhall know an Acceſſion Prov. a. 
of more Light. And the Apoſtle, 
ſpeaking of what God by his Spirit 
+ had revealed to them, ſaith expreſy, 


9 the deep thinys of God ; and that as 10, to 

none 3 5, 1 of a Man, ave the cad, 

' the Spirit of Man which is in bim; fo 

+ the things of God knows no Man, but 

* „the Spirit of God: That the Natural 

Man chin knoweth nor receiveth 

the things of the Spirit of God, be- 

cauſe they are Spiritually diſcerned; 

and to that end they had received. 

the Spirit Which is of God. The 

Light of Nature is occupied about 
natural 


v: or Candle that is to be lighted, yet 2er. 
. tis Chriſt that muſt ſo enlighten it, Luke 24 


*$*.,* That the Spirit ſearcheth-all things, yea xcor. 2. » 


Pd 


nN, atural obj Sy, 958 . iſ are 
Vithin its own Region, acting with- _ 
in its ow] proper Orb; but feaches 
not to that knowledge of God, which 
is Life Eternal, except our natural 
Powers, or humane CapaGltties, be 
illuminated by the Rays of Divine, 
1 Cor. 1. Light: For the World by Humane Wiſ- 
8 20. domknows not God. And Chriſt 920 * 
; very plainly and poſitively, That none 
11 | * Rnows the Father 2 the Son, and be to 
Wi | whom the Son reveals bim. * 
1 That theſe ſtrugglings in us mould . 
| be the Suggeſtions of Satan, that he 
. | ſhould diſquiet and diſturb People 
.—_ for their Sins, for ſerving him, and 
pur them upon endeavouring to be 22 
freed from their Vaſſalage under his 1 
Power, were abſurd to imagine; no, 
our Saviour puts that beyond a Que 
ſtion, when he asks, Can a Kingdom, 
m_ divided againſt it ſelf, ſtand? And by 
and by, faith plainly, That whilf? rhe | 
Luke 11. rang Man arm'd keeps the Houſe, bis 
88 Goods are at peace, till a ftronger tha 
be comes to bind him, &C. So that tis 
clear, it's not the Devil, but the ap- 
proaches of a Superiour Power, that 
breaks the N of People for 1 | 
> mn 
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are „„ 11 3. : 

b. |  apdihatfollows abd condemns them | 
bes fox Diſobedience and Tranſgreſſion; 
n and is the ſame that would, and only 
ral Lan redeem their Minds out of that 
be miſerable State, and bind that ſtrong 


ne 1 Map, and break his power, and caſt 
7. 4 him out, would they but joyn there- 
ich EF to, and accept of Deliverance by it. 


Nor does its being extended to all 
Mien, through all Ages, from their 
LTouth upwards, - beſpeak it to be 
therefore Natural or Contemptible; 
but on the contrary, of the greater 
ple moment to all Men: For beſides that, 
ng 4: - The Apoſtle faith, 4 Manifeſtation of 12. 
be l e Spirit is given to every Man to pro. 3. ; 
he” | fit withal; the Bleſlings and Gifts of 


1%; #75 L ) 
ag; d dd are free and valuable from their 
Wn. | 15 intrinſick worth; God in Nature or- 


—dAiined nothing in vain; but by how 


"th much any thing is of the greateſt uſe 
be tous for ſuſtaining and accommoda- 


7 | * ting our natural Life, the more com- 
„ J mon it is; as the Sun, that gives Light 
W 1 ro all, through all Ages, &c. Tis 


. we fondly rate things according to 

þ our Fancies, and eſteem and prize 

- © chem more for their Rarity an Es - 
5 


ſtows 


1d 1 rioſity, than Uſefulneſs; but God be- 


o 
3%. 
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Are not all Men, that are born 
Strangers and Enemies to God, in 


ſtows wol r * whic . | 
of the/ abſoluteſt neceſſity ro Man. 


” LI 
_ . b 
— — — — —ö 4 
* 
. - 


the dark, and at a diſtance Son = 


him, in the State of Nature, and 


Lohn 3. muſt therefore be Enlightned, Con- 


35 3 


1 Tim. 1. 


3, 4 


Abet. 3, 


9. 


A 


verted, and Born again, and become 
Sp iritual, before we can be reconci- 
led to him: 2 Shall dot God then, that 


would have all Repent and be Saved, 


cauſe the Light of the Son of Righ- 


teouſneſs ro ſhine upon all, and give 
a meaſure of his Grace and Spirit to 


all, to aſſiſt them in the acknowledg- 0 


ment of that in themſelves, which 


they cannot do of themſelves; and 


as 


yet is of indiſpenſable neceſſity to 
our Salvation? Wherefore God, by 
his Spirit, ſtrives with Man, fo Dig 
as his Day of Viſitation laſts. 

Since then our Oppoſers acknow- 
ledge the Spirit and Grace of God, 


which alſo is Light, to be in Man, 


(unleſs they can ſhew it, by its ma- 
nifeſtly different -agd Superiour Na- 


ture, Tendency, and Operation, to 
be contra: diſtinct from that we have 


been ſpeaking of) we ſee neither 
| oe ard 


CS: | F on 
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- Ab urs 2 Error, in lud 

it to be one and the ri gpl ny | 
Fee. Gift of God te all; which is 
5 Always the ſame in Nature, tho” it 
5 þ |. © differs in degree; and is that Hea- 
"| - venly Treaſure, which God hath 
committed to our Truſt. And bleſ- 
4" fed will they be, who rightly em- 

_ ploy and improve it, and give place 
and room to this Seed of the King. 312 
dom in their Hearts, where, tho' it * 
may appear at firſt contrary ro the 


a . =" 
4 08" . 
Fo e Ol PIE N 


| 


* Expectation of Man, little, mean and 


* contemptible, ſcarcely regarded a- 


mongſt the ſtuff, where with Mens 
Minds are filled; yet but joyn to it, 
that it may exert irs Power and Ener- 
_ = gy, and 'twill grow and increaſe ; let 
* | ® bur this Leaven have its perfect work, 3 
and 'twill leaven the whole Lump 2 
5 into its own Nature. 
Be pleaſed to conſider, whether we 
| have juſtly merited the invidious In- 2, . 
» | vectives of our Adverſaries, in Belie- Rom: 8. 
1 ving that the Lord ſearches the Heart Rev. 2. 
I of Man, and ſhews him his Thoughts; 23: 
that he hath and will remember this 8 N 
latter Age of the World ; and hath 
I zat forgotten to be gracious in per- 
forming 


Joel 2 


8 who hath promiſed to be with his 


John 14. believing that God hath ſent us the 
36, 17, Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, to 
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3 ;3.* made in times paſt to the Off⸗ ſpring 


Ezek.36. Of the Gentiles, in placing his Lad in 


26, 27. our Hearts, and putting his Trutli ixꝛ 
our Inward Parts; in pouring out of _ 
28, 29. his Spirit upon all the Sons and 
42.215 Daughters of Men; in becoming our 
Ila. 34. Teacher, and giving us the Know- 
Ne. rr, ledge of himſelf, through the Reve - 
27. lation of his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; who 
12-42.7- is come to open Our blind Eyes, and 
to bring us, that were bound in 
Darkneſs, out of the Priſon- houſe; | « 


R 1 


People to the end of the World; in 1 


26. and | : | 
is. 7. be our Remembrancer, and to guide, 


and direct us in the way of Truth; 
in atteſting the Sufficiency and Utiz 
1 liry of the Teachings of this Holy 
20, 27, Unction, ſent into our Hearts; in 
believing, that tho' Chriſt be in his 
Slorified Body in Heaven, yet that . 
Jon :4- he is preſent alſo in the Hearts of his 
23.817, People; who is King of Saints, and 
181. 5 ſhall he not then rule in them? The 
x5. High and Holy One, that inhabita 
2 Cor.. Eternity, hath promiſed to * 
. alſo 
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gu F n * _ 41 
alſo wich the Humble and Contrite, 
do revive and comfort them; ſhall 
not he, whoſe Preſence fills Heaven 


I and Earth, be preſent in the Heart 


of Man? Shall not he, that rejoyceth _ 

in the habitable parts of the Earth, 31.8. 
I. and delights in the Sons of Men, re- 
fide in his People? Are they not 
Members of him, and he their Head? r cor. s. 
1 Gan there be a more intimate Union 15. 
and Communion, than between the 
Head and the Body, the Vine and the John 15, 


„I Branches? The ſame Spirit of Life + 


that is in the Head, is the Life of the 
Body alfo, and acts it; he that is 
joyned to the Lord is one Spirit: 
. Doth not the Life that is in the Root, 
+ 175 to the Branches alſo, and pre- 
ſerve them living? Are not all dead 
Branches, in whom' this Life is not? Jobn 6. 


Whoſoever hath the Son of God, and IIc 5. 
feeds on him, hath Life by him; and 2: 


thoſe that have not Chriſt, who is the 
„I. Life of his Saints, have not Life: 
Ho could his People, in all Ages, 
J partake of him, if he were not pre- 
ſent in them? Surely this Doctrine 
don't deſerve to be ſcoff d, but is 
moſt Comfortable to thoſe that Ap 
© | 1 ic 
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the Enger bent ſnot Hear-f ay] of 


Rom. * 
6, 7,8. 


2Cor. 13 


Col. 1. 
Eph. 23 
& 3.9 

3 


3. 
Sol. 1.27 


Principalities and Powers; yet * 


10 


and Humanity of Chriſt divided? 
Is not their inſeparable Union the 


think you of him that appeared to 1 


aſcended into Heaven, and fits at the 


5 by him all things were made and 


kick of Love, and chirſt deaf ite * 1 5 


him. 1 
Conſider ſeriouſſy theſe Py 1 
which are agrecable to Scripture, 
and with what reaſon People have | 
derided us for our Belief herein; 
rerming it the Quakers Chriſt; as - 
tho' his manifeſting himſelf in our © 4 
Hearts were another, or diſtinct from 
Jeſus Chriſt of Nazareth, that is glo- | 
rified with God the Father in Hea- | 
venzwhich we deny: For tho'he be. 


p 
3 ! y 
ISS Ae ER ae err ³˙ one, or 
* - 


** 
14 


right hand of God, far above all 
not he ſo circumſcribed, but that (as 


? created, {o) he is the Life and Ful. 'L: 
nels, and fillet all in all in his ©} 


Church and People. ls the Divinit 


wx 3 
4 t 


true and intire Chriſt ? Can then his > F 
God-head be preſent, and he who is 
the Heavenly Man abſent ? What 


Fobn, and gave him his Commiſſion 
to the Seven Churches? whom he * i 


de- 
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1 
i 
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| . be with Timotby's Spirit, if he thought 16. 
it impoſlible? Do not all acknow- 3 
ledge the Spirit of Chriſt, who is the 


in the ſacred Scriptures, rather han 
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Babold, I ſtand at the door and knock, if ker. 3. 
any Man bear Iny Voice, and open the door. 3 and 
T will come in to him, and will ſup with © ” 

I aps be that ſearches the Reins and ol 
earts, and I will give unto every one | 3 
of you according 10 your works : Was not a 17. 1 


* IT with me. The ſame ſaith, 


* 


this the true Chriſt, the Mediator, by 31. 
© whom God will judge the World? d # 


And can he make this near inſpecti- bs 


on into the innermoſt part of che H$ 
Minds of Men, ſo as no Thought 
can eſcape his Notice, if he be not 
preſent there? What made Paul de- 2 Tim 4. 


fire that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt might Jh 1. 


Anointed, to be in his People, and is 
he then abſent? Is its being a Myſte- 
ry, far beyond our comprchenſion 
to conceive how it can be, a ſuffici- 
Argument that therefore tis not ſo? 
Ought we not in ſuch cafes to exer- 
ciſe Faith, and acquieſce in the 
Teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſt, expreſt 


interpoſe with our nice and * 
— | * Sub 
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1Cor-13: things that are inviſible; and fee | 
9, 12, | | f 
them but as through a Glaſs. Shall „ 
Men that neither know themſelves, 

nor have any intttitive knowledge of ß 

the Eſſences, even of the meanglt - * 
things, wherewich;, Nature ever: 
where preſents us, which are avious 
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. 3 if K | : 


Ze i 


* 


| to our Senſes, aſpire to thoſe yet | * 
more abſtruſe, and undertake to 
| account for that which is beyond the 
i reach of the moſt pregnant Wits to 
penetrate. „5 2 
Nor do we thus celebrate Chriſtes - 
: Inward and ſpiritual Appearance in |}. 
. the Soul of Man, with the leaſt in, 
- tent to diminiſh the true value and 


* 
efficacy of what he did without us, 
or tranſacted for us, as God manife- _ * 
ſted in Fleſh, but in concurrence 
with it, and purſuant to it, for the 
compleating the Salvation intended © | 

in it; neither is it in oppoſition to 
bim, as he is without us; but we. 
believe in him, as he is inwardly re- f 
vealed 
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veale 


in his own immenſe Fulneſs without 

1 us, both as he is the one Offering for 

1 Sin, and aſſo as he is that quickening 
Spirit, and immortal Seed by which 


ue are begotten again, and made 


alive to God; and the Author of 
that Living Faith, through which 
tis ſavingly applied to us. For tho 
he offered up himſelf once for all, 


« 


God, yet tis of abſolute neceſſity 
that he thus appear and operate in 
the Hearts of his People through all 
times, or otherwiſe they can never 
be happy, nor they receive the full 
advantage of his Death. But that he 
+ doth thus appear and work, is moſt 
evident; for ſince he is the alone Sa- 
viour, and none are ſaved but thoſe 


who are Regenerated, that Grace or 


Operative Divine Agent (that is the 
Efficient of true faving Faith and 


mo Regeneration,) mutt needs be Chriſt 


in us, our Hope of Glory. Where- 
fore tis that we ſo frequently invite 
people to regard, believe in, cloſe 
With, and ſubmit to him, as he is the 
true Light, diſcovering Evil thus 

* 9 mani 


ſure, and alſo as he is &s 


and ſet down at the right hand of 


. ⁵˙ . HELI OEESEIS 


„ r e eee ws 
— — nv —_, — 


4 


* 


* 0 * Y 2 * - "7 - 8 9 * 
— 4 2 * I ” s TN x * Ly: * Ra 8. a 8 . * 0 F 
| —_— ö 
* * eo. = * * - 
* : a 10 
. l 98 oy NS 3 
N as 3 N 1 ; 
f n „ e 
4 8 7 n n : 
* 5 * L : ; Tt, 5 * 
” * * F & 1 
* 
- SY , 


Aa 
» 


manifeſted in their inward Parts, 


for the full accompliſhing their Re- 
demption and Reſtoration, that they 
may taſte and ſee for themſelves, - - 

that the Lord is good and gracious. - 


And to Chriſt within, otherwiſe than 
thus, a meaſure of the anointing from 
the Anointed, we don't pretend, 
Whatever People have apprehended 


concerning us. Which truth our 


very Oppoſers are obliged to ac- 


Gen, 3. 


23. 


knowledge, notwithſtanding they ſo 
ridicule it in us. 
We hope it's no Error to avouch 


the Power of Chriſt to be ſtronger . 
than that of the Devil, that he 1s able. 


really to bind him, to bruiſe his 
Head, and break his Power, to diſ- 
poſſeſs and caſt him out; ro fulfil 


to the uttermoſt the end of his 


coming; to deſtroy the Works of 
the Devil, and to ſave thoſe from 
their Sins, who ſhall have true Faith 
in his Name and Power: Surely 


it's not inconſiſtent with -Chriſtianij- 
ty, to believe that Chriſt can or will 
throughly purge his Floor; that he 
1 Th. f. 3. can indeed deliver out of the Pri- 
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{an- houſe, and reſtore Man out of 


the 


r 7 p 7 
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tdtzhe Fall to God again, and give him 


power to forlake the Devil, and all 


* +7” his Works, Ge. 
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Wee find it conſonant to Scripture, 
and the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, to be- 
lieve, that thoſe who are Regenera- Bom. 6. 
ted, and Born again of the Spirit, 2'/. x. 

have through the Spirit mortified the 5% 
firſt, carnal, corrupt Nature, which 275 23, 
JN} cannot pleaſe God; and if dead, and 2; 

ſlain,” and buried roo, ſurely then it 5, 0: 

no longer lives, but the Mind is at 
liberty, and reſtored to act in new 

Life; to walk after the Spirit, and, 

fulfil the Righteouſneſs of the Law; 

I the Law of the Spirit of Life in Cbriſ Rom. 8, 

Feſin, having ſet them free from the * ® 

Lau of Sin and Death, Which, is its 

* Wages. is for want of Peoples 
Experiencing this real Birth of the 
Spirit brought forth, and knowing 
Freedom in themfelves by ir, which 
no Duties or Performances in the 
Will of Man, nor entertaining of the 
' moſtzefined Opinions in Keligion can 
, adminiſter, ſhort of the Law of the 
+ Spirit of Chriſt in their Hearts; tis 


for want of this, that People are fo 


very apprehenſive of difficulty, even 
Ne. | : to 


x. * 
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to impoſſibility, of living a Holy F 
mo Life; which yet is fo ne. 
ceſſary to our Salvation, that without 
it we cannot enter the Kingdom of - 
Heaven, nor ſee God. Nor is the 
Way broader, or its Paſlage leſs ſtrait 
and difficult than they imagine; nay, « 
tis utterly impoſſible for them to 
walk therein, while they are im- 
mers'd in their firſt, corrupt, unbri- 
dled Nature, which cannot keep the 
Law of God; while their Luſts and 
Paſſions are rampant, their Aﬀe&ions * }Þ. + 
| inordinate, and Wills unſubje&ed, _ 
and follow the Detires and evil In- 
clinations of their Minds, without | 
reſtràint. But if they come to know {i 
another Principle and Power to go- * |}. 
vern their Minds, to create in them | | 
new clean Hearts, to regulate and- 
ſubje& their Wills, to ſubdue and ; 
tame their Paſſions, to limit their 
Defires, and direct their Aﬀections 
and Inclinations wholly after that -# 
which is good, to meliorate their 
Spirits throughout, and make them 
Heavenly-minded, having an aver- 1 
ſion to all Evil, and a great love to 
Vertue and Goodnels: Being thus 
: : ber- JF 
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| perfectly Transfor med, where is the 
enxtream difficulty now, for the good 


I Man, out of the good Treaſure of 5 185 
his Heart, to bring forth good things? 
Will not this new well-inclin d in- 
. ſide, that now deteſts Evil, and loves 
EO | 


* <q 


ture, and are in their meaſures Par- 
| takers of the Divine Nature, which 4. 


& turally. 


and delighs in Righteouſneſs, as na- 
follow after; and bring forth 


that which is Good, as before he did 


— * 


Evil? Here is no force upon Peoples 


Natures, but they are converted, and 
throughly leavened into another Na- 


only can work the Will of God. 


+ BE 


We requeſt our Piouſly-inclined 


A. Neighbours, well and ſeriouſly to 
weigh and conſider the abſolute ne- 
I ceſſity there is for every true Chriſtian 
- thus to know their Minds moulded 
5 1 and faſhioned anew, by the Power 
and Spirit of Chriſt, working migh- col. 1.29 
ly in them, in order to their plea- 
t „ung God, by a Holy Righteous Life, 
F having eſcaped the Corruption that 
is in the World through Luſt; and 
I conſidering that tis not ſo ſoon at- 
»* . || tained, as apprehended in the Un- 
; derſtanding to be neceſſary: ow | 
> | | | Win 
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with all diligence they addreſs them- 
ſelves to the performing that which 
is the the main and proper buſinels F 
of our Lives. Wherefore as it hath 
pleaſed the Divine Power 4 ode | 
| 2 Pet. 1. all things pertaining to Life and 
| | 3: 2. Godlinefs, ſo ler us with a vigilant « | - 
1. 12, attention to, and co-working with . 
2 that Grace, which to that end is 
given, work out our Savation with | 
a reverend Fear; ſince a good de-. 
gree of attainment herein is ſoon loſt, 
except there be a conſtant ſedulous * 
Watchfulneſs upon the Mind, amidſt | 
all Buſineſs and Concerns, to have a 
check upon our Word: and Thoughts: | 
Ly: and a diligent preſling forward: For - 
| 2 while we live in this World, we are 
lable to Temptations, and may enter 
thereinto alſo, without a ſtrict Care 
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| | and Watchfulneſs; our Senſes pre- 
| fenting many Baits to our Minds on 
| every hand, Which Satan makes uſe 
! of to deguile, and many Provocations 
3 offer themſelves in our Pilgrimage; 


Cor. . Againſt all which, God's Grace is 
5 ſufficient Armour, as our Minds are 
ſeaſon'd by it: So that where any 
ſhortneſs is, tis through Inſincerity, 
Negligence, or Inadvertency. Or 


- 


045 * 
Ori is 1t a dangerous heinous He- 


TW "BE" that we, with very many pro- | 
5 feſſors of Chriſtianity, believe the 5 
x Vniverſality of the Love of God to 
83 all Mankind; that God (who is good 

4 to all, whoſe Mercies extend to all V/ 145. 
the Works of his Hands) is ſincere in py 

wr" his Intention, and Atteſtation there- 

s 4 ® of and doth not deſign to delude 

ni us, when he affirms, That as certainly kek. 33. 
4835 be lives, be deſires not the death of a 18. = 
t, | Sinner, but rather that he would return Jehn 3. 
18 a4 nd live; 3 that God, whoſe Love and SR 
ft {F Mercy is unlimited. doth graciouſly 1fa.55.r. 
2 and generoufly oifer Salvation, thro' e 
ro Jefus Chriſt, (upon certain Condi- on 
or tions to be performed: on QUT ths 

& It to all Mankind, to every individual 

er Man and Woman upon the face of | 
xe |} the Earth; which is the true Goſpel- . 


e- |} meſſage, good Tydings of great Joy, 1% 14. 


Which ſhall be to all People, Peace 

on Earth, and good will towards 

Men; good cauſe indeed to rejoyce, 

that all are within the verge ot Mer- 

Cy. and free Pardon; that God is in- 1. 25. . 

decd no Ręſpecter of Perſons, bur 22 
Ty i among all Nations and People, he the _ 
y, | or ke that feazs him, and works 34, 3 
Is | iz 5 Righte- 


= 


Wy 


in is of him Man 
— Jeb-2-2 ang that Chriſt died for the Sins of 
the whole World, yea, for every. 
Man: Surely'then'all, for whom he 
b died, are thereby put into a capaciy © 
3 e 2.13 for Salvation; that Saying Grace 
| hath appeated to all Men, and a 
[er. 12. Manifeſtatibon of the Spirit is given 
| ET to every Man to profit withal. And 
n that gone are Reprobated, but thoſe 
10 che cad. that continue to be deaf to the Calls · 
7 of this Grace, and refiſt the Spirit, 
3 Mat. 23. and hide and neglect their Talents, 
#7- till the Day of their Viſitation be 


. 20 23. ſelf, as to ceaſe longer to ſtrive 
i 15.63. with chem; ; ſo that the means being 
[ Pals. taken away, they are left ro them- ” 
„ we 2 given up to Hardneſs of 
Heart; — being abſent, that ſhould 


now they cannot Repent, Believe, 
and be Converted. 


and pernicious Error, we confeſs we 

are Guilty, and not like to be other- 
-Wiſe; for we cannot perſwade our 
ſelves to embrace that Anti-evange-_ 


ical Opinion, Thaw God from all 


Eternity | 


If thus to believe, be a dangerous 


«4 


4 over, and Chriſt ſo withdraws him- 


prepare, tender and mollify it, that | 


4 


| gh e _— ( 5 1 3 
Eternity hath perſonally and incon- 
> .  ditionally, without reſpect to their 

J accepting or rejecting the-Salvation 
„ JJ offerd in Chriſt, Elected ſome, and 
„ Reprobated others, by an Immuta- 
f {| ble Decree; ſo that thoſe who are 


14 ſo Elected ſhall certainly be ſaved, 
n let them do what they will, for. 
4 God's Decree can't be revers'd, let 
e the unſtable Mind of Man vary as 
5 it will; and thoſe that are Repro- 


bated, were in effect damned Thou- 
ſands of Tears before they were 
Born; ſo that their Salvation is put 
beyond allo hope, let them ſeek it 
never ſo q@arneſtly and diligently, 
and be never ſo deſirous to ſerve 
and pleaſe God. For beſides, that 
this ſad Tidings, inſtead of glad Ti- 


of - dings, if it were really true in it 
| ſelt, puts an end to the whole buſi- 
1 . 


neſs of Religion, by rendring all 
e, Worſhip and Devotion, all Preach- 
I ing, Praying, Aſſembling toge- 

* ther, and Holy Living, as twere 
we F|F uſeleſs, by invalidating all whatfo- 


er- ever on Man's part, as nothing con- 
bur Tributing (as a neceſſary Condition 
88. on his part to be performed or neg- 
My +. 1 
R 
4 


- EEE ͤ M —— i BAR — th. ee 


5 N T's 
— r 
ey mY p 
. L 1 
5 


| | 5 of J. 
Jeted) towards his Salvation, or 8 


ernal Deſtruction. We dare not 
take up an Opinion fo diametrically 
oppoſite Pp the very Attributes of 
God, and his repeated Proteſtations * 
to the contrary, and with ſome Men 
thus preſume to arraign his Juſtice, 
Mercy and Goodneſs. We cannot 
believe, that God, who is Love it 
elf, and Goodneſs it ſelf, and hath - |- 
always manifeſted a wonderful Cafe 
and Concern for Marſſfas his darling 
Creature; (it being diſagreeable ro +» 
wild. 12. his Juſtice, ro condemn thoſe that 
15. 16 have not deſerved tothe-puniſhed, * | 
88 and having no pleaſufe in the death | - 
Wiſd. 11. of him that dies) ſhould yet make 
„24. the major part of Mankind with 
deeſign to damn them, unprovok'd . 
:therero, without ever tende1j 
them Salvation; or that he would 
make the far greater number Wwhol- 
ly uncapable of accepting the Saſy a. 
tion tendred them, by putting it out „ 
of their power to perform thoſe 
Terms upon which he offers it, and 
then condemn them to Eternal Mi- 
ſery, for not complying with thoſe | 
Conditions, that twas impoſſible for 
we them : 


\ 


ve 


7 N _ 
> O * 9 

6 Is. "45, a 

7 : ke Fe, 


3 . , Fr F F 2 _ 221 * 
5 a | 
» * . e N a $ 7 
v 7 J 
* 4 v , . * — > 3 


them to obſerve. For he don't on- 
ly call to all the ends of the Earth f. 45 
(which implies all Mankind) to looæõEõ 
to him, and be ſaved z but he hath 
given to every one a Portion of his 
Spirit to enable them ſo to do: He h 2. 
hath not only ſent' forth the Son of 14, 13:2 
his Love, io ſhed his Blood for eve- 6. 
xy.,Man, to be lifted up, as Moſes 
lifted. up the Brazen Serpent, that 
Vhaſoever believeth in him, ſhould join s 
not periſh; but he alſo draws them, 4% 48. 
and as they will receive it, tonch- 
eth them with that Divine Magnet 
that. only can incline and impower 
them effectually to turn to that Pole, 


go 


+ | =. in which all our true Happineſs cen- 


e 5 


2 hut this is the condemnation, that John;. 


- . . 1 "a 
Eight is come into the World, and“? 
Men love Darkneſs rather than » 


proveable, is made manifeſt by the 13. 


5 * 
Li 


Light, becauſe their Deeds are evil; 
4 and hate the Light, and. will not 
bring their Deeds to it, leſt it ſhould 


reprove them; for whatſoever is re- . , 


> Light, but Men love their own Broad 
= Ways, to purſue the fight of, their, Bec: 


Eyes, and deſire of their Minds, arg g. 
WT -3 therefore. 
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therefore hate to be controld there= 
in and reform d. The Apoſtle ſtirr- 
| 4: ing up the Fpbifiens to Purity of Life, 
„ and to avoid ſeveral Evils there 
| | mentioned, faith expreſly, Let no 
| Eph. s. Man deceive you with vain Words; for 
| . becauſe of theſes things cometh the wrath 
. of God upon the Children of Diſebedience. 
B Row g. And in another place, That thoſe who 
| nz. live after the Fleſh, ſhall die. So that 
= tis for want of People's embracing 
1 the Means, and bringing their 
=” Deeds to the. Light of Chriſt | 
Fil in their Hearts, and heeding the JF: 
= i. Prov. 6. Reproofs of Inſtruction, which is 
22 the way of Life; for want of ſow- 
Gals. 8, ing to the Spirit, and by it mortify-— 
ing the Deeds of the Fleſh, that 
People are loft and ſentenced to 
Perdition; and not becauſe rhey 
_ were perſonally and inconditionally . 
reprobated from all Eternity. Gd 
1 Tim. 2. who is Lord of all, is gracious unto 
+ all, and would have all Men tö be 1. 
ſaved; but they diſobey the Call of 
God; and reje& his Offers, and are 
 Rev.3-20 deaf to thoſe Knocksof our Saviour 
for Reception and Entertainment in- 


* 


their Hearts, and chooſe and prefer 
| : | * g the. { . 
„ 
ow” * 


212 


. 


: 9 


* 


. — World, 5 will not = : 


ny themſelves to follow Chriſt. Fis 


not as theſe Men ſay, becauſe Salva- 
tion was never Within their reach; 


if were not, what muſt we think ? | 


Were thoſe feigned Tears then, thac 
our Saviour ſhed over Feruſalem, 7 


when the Day of its Viſitation was ! 
over? Saying alſo, How often wonld 27. 


- T have gathered thee, as an 2 gathers 


* 


ber Chickens, hut you Would 106; not. 
you Could not. 


But if any Men can be ſo hardy 


as to entertain an Opinion ſo dero- 
gatory to the Juſtice, Mercy, Love 
and paternal Care of God, and re- 
pugnant to the Goſpel- meſſage; we 
cannot but admire what ſhould in- 


duce them to obtrude it upon others, 


and urge it as tho twas a neceſſary 


Point to be believed in the Chriſtian - 
Religion ;- for we cannot apprehend 


how this begets Love to God, in- 


creaſeth Faith in Chriſt, and raiſeth 


our Veneration for him, excites to 


Diligence, and encourages Piety, 
which is that which advanceth true 
Religion; but on the contrary, it's 
plain, that i it tends to the n 
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one way or other. Yet we deny not 
the Preſcience of God, who fore- -; 


Salvation, are Tondemned already. *_. 


2 Ry ks >> . 
ſome in a ſecurity, and procure ii 


ethers a ſlight Eſteem of theDeath _ |. 
and Sacrifice of Chriſt, as being pa- 
tial, and caſt them into Deſpond; 
and probably may encourage both | 
to gratifie the Deſires of their Minds _.-þ 
| 


to the full extent, ſince nothing can 
alter ſuch a ſuppoſed Decree of God 


4 - 
7 
* 


2 
ö 


knows all things; things paſt, preſent 
and to come, being at once preſent | 
to him; ſo that it may be ſaid, ſuch | 
who believe in Chriſt with that 
living active Faith, that works by 4 
Love, and excites to Obedience, and. 


3 þ #> 4 
perſevere therein unto. the end, and 2 
fo know Salvation by him, are in { 


him in whom the Election is before 
the World began; and that thoſe . $} 
who ſo believe not, but reject the | 
Tenders of his Love, and by perſiſting 
in Diſobedience, neglect ſo great 


Nor do we deny ſuch a Preference, 
as that ſome are made Stewards over 
more, and ſome fewer Talents, accbr- e 
ding to which their Improvement 
aught to be; Where much is given, 


> 
— 


„ 7; .- 
Oh Ow Ch) 
_ mach is required; and where leſs is 
gen; leſs is required: for God is 
Jun aud equal! in all his Ways, he is 


7 


; ( cnor'a hard Maſter, that he ſhould 1 
1 * exact or expect more than the Im- 

8 provement of his own: Had he that 

| | received but one Talent, imploy'd it, 
| and made it Two, we doubt not but 

t it had been accepted; for we believe 

„ mat none are from Eternity abſolute- 

t y excluded without any Talent, and 

t {| that a Day alſo is afforded, wherein 
een po for them to improve it. 

t So that though 197 Grace may work 

y J more p owerfully n ſome than in 

d „ - At .pthers, yet are all left withour Ex- 

d cCuſe. | 

n »- There is yet another Opinion "> 
e pendant on this, Which we cannot 

© receive neither, as they ſtare it, for 

e which our Oppoſers think very ill 

g of us; that is, once in a ſtate of 


Grace, and ever fo; that there is no 
4. ,* totalor final falling away from Grace. 
& How this Doctrine promotes true 
Zeal and Picty, and improves Chri- 
ſtianity, we can't underſtand; nor 
ſee no other reaſon why it's Voraries 


" ſhould be fond 125 it, but becauſe as 
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concordant to that of Perſonal Electi- 
on and Reprobation; ſo that thoſe 
who imbrace the one, are bound io 
believe the other; But ther wiſe, 
| certainly it tends rather to ſlacken 
than ſpur on People to that care and 
diligence, and conſtant unwearied, 
watchfulneſs to Prayer, which our 
Lord ſo much exhorted to, and the ©| 
Apoſtles ſo ſolicitouſſy preſs the 
Saints every where to be found in, as 
of abſolute neceſuty. What elle 
means thoſe Promiſes of Reward in « 
the Revelations, to thoſe who ſhould 
overcome, and Hold out to the end; 
FP but to ingage them to a conſtant Per- 
ſeverance? Or what needed it, if 
twere impoſſible for them to fall. 
ſhort; whom we ſappoſe none will 
deny to have been in a ſtate of 
| ner. 2. 3. Grace? And the Church of Epheſus 
1 3.16. as threatned to have their Candle- 
$108 ſtick removed, if they repented nor, 
and did their firſt works; and that“, 
of Laodicea, to be ſpewed out of his 
Mouth. Who can ſay thoſe fooliſh 
Mat, 25. Virgins in the Parable were not 
once in a ſtate of Grace, whoſe. 
Lamps were once lighted and burn- | 


* 


. 4 2 


1 (59 
ing, as well as trimm' d, or elſe they 
could not properly be ſaid to be 

gone out? Or that thoſe were not 
Called by faving Grace, in whoſe. 


Hearts the Heavenly Seed 2 up, Luke 8.7 
6 'd, till the 513. 
17 the Bryars and Thorns, the over-care 


and for a time proſper 


and concern about the things of this 
Life, choak'd it; twas not, that they 
had no day of Viſitation from God, 
wherein they might have wrought 
„ out their Salvation, had they conti- 
nued to make the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, and its Rightèeouſneſs, their firſt- 
and chiefeſt Choice, and placed their 
Treaſure there, and diſintangled 
< themſelves from thoſe unneceſlary 
Cares; the Seed that was ſown and 
ſprung up, was the very fame with 
that, which in the honeſt Heart 
brought forth Fruit. abundantly. 
Surely Paul, that Great Apoſtle, 
was not of theſe Mens Opinion, 


Who after he had long hboured * 


in the Goſpel, takes care to keep un- 
der his Body, left while he Preach'd 


8 to others, he himſelf ſhould be a 2 . 


Caſt-away; whom yet we doubr 
not, but they will grant was then 
effectually 
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C 
eſſectually called, and in a ſtate ß 
Grace. And the Author to the 
Hebrews writing in the third Chapter, 
to thoſe he calls holy Brethren, and. 
Partakers of the Heavenly Calling 
Verſ. the 12th, exhorts them to take 
heed, leſt there was in any of them. 
an evil Heart of Unbelief in depart» 7 
19 ing from the Living God. And 
þ again, Chap.4.1. Let us therefore fear 
* zi left apromiſe being left us of entring into 
bs reſt, (ſurely them not eternally re- 
probated) any of you ſhould ſeem to come 
ſhort of it. Ver.11.*Let us labour there- 
fore to enter into that reſt, left any Man. 
fall after the. ſame example of Unhelief, © 
Again, Chap. 6. Verſe 4, 5, 6: ſpeaa- - 
ing of thoſe who had been enlight- 
ned, and taſted of the Heavenly Gift 
and were made Partakers of the Holy” © 
Ghoſt, and that had taſted the good 
Word of God, and the Powers of 
the World to come, (ſhrewd ſigns , 
dhat they were effectually call'd and 
in a ſtate of Grace) that if they 
WM; ſhould fall away, would be impolli- 
1 ble to renew them again to Repen- 
31; 1 _ tance; not becauſe they were eter- 
ally reprobated, but becauſe they 
oY Cruci- 


2 
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I *-erucified to themſelves Son of God | 


* 
1 


Tech becauſethey grieved is good 
16 Spirit, and rejected the Means Hath 


„ not the Lord ſaid, If a Righteous Ezek. 18. IJ 
id; Man turns from his Righteouſneſs 83318 8 
he ſhall die; Who can be Righteous © 
without the aſſiſtance of God's 
M: . :Grace? No man can make himſelf 


i „ C0; tis not in Man to direct his own- 

i Ways; and yet it ſeems-tis poſſible 

# Þ for hum to fall from it, after he hath 

xa lived fo long under its conduct, as 
„. by it to be made Righteous; and ore 

8 would think, ſhould then be ſan 

755 "fied too. Our Saviour ſaith of him- 

4 I. elf, am tbe true Vine, ye are the Brandy; 

2 | es; my Father is the Husband- mal, NT 
K F. every Branch in me that beareth not 
5 Fruit, be taketh away. Again, If a 

ift . Man abide not in me, be is caſt forth as 

ly  @ Branch, and # withered. Surely 

0d | thoſe who are Branches in Chriſt, 

of Vile ſo, a of the Father; 
m and yet it ſeems is poſſible for them 

nd to fall away, and be cut off as wither- 

* ed Branches; whence he often re- 

4 peats this re 8 2 ye abide in 

. . e; and prefently he faith the way 
IT * to continue in his Love, was to do %s. 
* . 8 his 

Ti- A 


| ©* t<ble for People to make a conſider-- 
Able Progreſs in Grace, and yet for 


1 
3. n 


will a good Deed, or in his own 


Will to God, * D more than the 
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Bis Will, ae e had that of his Fa- I 
ther's, and continued in his Love. | 


But though we can't embrace their 


31 Opinion, for their Reaſons, and as 


they ſtate it; but own, that tis poſ- i 


want a careful and conſtant 
Watchfulneſs to that Grace, they. *PÞ 
may fall away: Yet we believe ſic R 
a State and Growth in Grace thro! 
a Vigilant Attention thereto,and ſuch 
Adegree of Faith attainable, as that 
here is no more going forth. 

Tho' we ſpeak of God's tendring, 
Ind Man's accepting or rejecting the 
Offers of his Love ; yet far be irfrom 

us to aſſert, That fallen Man, in his 
.own Natural State, can of himſelf 
think a good Thought, much leſs 


power convert his own depraved 


Needle can turn and direct it ſelf - 


towards the Pole, without being im- 
pregnated by the Loadſtone. For 
tho. Adam's Fall introduced no ſuch 
real change in the Faculties of Mas 
Soul, as to ſubvert their Nannen dr 4 

72 er, 1 
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4 des and ſo deſtroy the Natural Li- 
ir berty and Freedom of his Will, but 
33 that what he wills, he wills freely, 
. | and not by conſtraint; yet for as 
- much as he died from that Divine 
Life, to which he was united, and 
m from whence he derived power and 
5. $ - ability to will and do that which was 
mcapable ſo to do, as of himſelf, 
other wiſe than as he is influenced by, 
and aſſents and yields to the draw- 
ings of that Divine Grace, which 
God in his great Love hath liberally 
beſtowed on Mankind, both to illu- 


& alſo incline their Wills: Which is 
both ſufficient, and freely offers to 
8 reclaim Man, and convert his Will, 
and finally unite his Mind to it ſelf, 
and therein reſtore to him the power 

of willing and dog good; which 
Man never had, nor never can have, 
but in conjunction with this pure 
Principle of Divine Light and Life: 
But he may, and is moſt inclmabl, 
to ſlight its 


2 I Endeavours; and, while fo, can't 
F -<xperienge that Power and Vertue 


-\ 


good, he became thenceforth utterly 


minate their Underſtandings, and 


Offers, and reſiſt its 


| 
' 
| 
1 
i 
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PREY is found in it, e it N. | 


free Agent, and as having at 
Power, and that God in his various 


yet is this Gift of Cod the firſt 


WAYS 


exerts it ſelf. So that as it muſt & | 
acknowledged, that Man acts as a. 
Eletive | 


Diſpenſations treats him as doch; | 


mover, in all his motions, towards 
Chat which is truly and ac- 
ceptable to him; VR | 1s TTY 
fo near and ready to aſſiſt 

a Man (while it Continues to nne | 
wich him) that probably none that 
neglect its aſſiſtance, and do Bu 'Þ 
but upon reflection, plainly 4 
ceiye they may do 6 1 
Whience tis clear, Man's deſtruft n. Þ | 
is of himſelf, and his 3 ſuftici-,, | 


| 
q 


U 
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ency and help is in God; who ne- 
ver requires any Duty of him, bur 
he furniſhes. him. 1 with, a ſuitable |; 
power to perfaxyy it, would he but 
regard and clofs With it., 
ur chat which ſeems fo be our 
capital Error, and the top of all 4 
their Charge, and chat which is to 
ilence all Pleas i in. 50 behalf, is our 
mitting rhe uſe Gf che D cos 80 
(fo called) of Baptiſm, abd Bread and 
” Wine. 4 
il ; = _ 
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Wine. 8 üs as 5g next im- 


7 

"Ti f f * + mediate Forerunner of Chriſt to pre- 

: |} parc his Way, gave an Alarm to the 

Fn Fews, that were ſo ſecure under the 
Ss. | Law of Moſes, and proclaim'd the 

"81 Kingdom of Heaven at hand; and rg. 
18 « | the time come, wherein God com- 

5 manded the Fews, as well as others, a 
M7 every where to Repent ; *twas not 3%/ 
as ſuffciene for them to go on in ſin- 

P ning, and then offer thoſe reſpective 

3 Sacrifices which the Law enjoyn'd © 

4 them for the ſame; but now the 

l, Wrath of God was near to be re- 

3 veal'd· from Heaven againſt all Un- 18 ms Ros 


godlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of ) 
Men; twas not ſufficient to deck .. 
and make clean the outſide: of the 
Cup and Platter, but the inſide was mat. 23. 
to be cleanſed, and then the out- 25, 26. 
fide would be clean alſo- The Ax 

was now laid to the Root, and war. 3. 
every Tree that brought not forth 

W „good Fruit, was to be hewn. down. 

Il "MM The Law of Moſes took hold on 


FI exterior Acts; and could not make 

IC 1 Hebig 9.9. 
perfect, as pertaining to the Con- Cor 8. 
w 2. . Icience; but now that Diſpenſation 5: 


Was. about to be eſtahliſhed, that 
6 * comes 


W 


Mat. 3. 
11, 12. 


— 
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-- ret. 3. away of the Filth of the Fleſh, but 


In 21. 


James nigance of the very Thoughts, that? 


Was not capable to produce this Ef- 


Which is the great Work that is to 


Ich.: tion, to take away the Sins of the 
„„ World, and deſtroy the Works of 


towards God:; to purge our Con- | 


comes nearer home, and takes cog- . Þ. 


Sin. be not ſo much as conceived by 
the Wills joyning thereto. Where- 
fore Jobn was ſent to adminiſter the 

Baptiſm of Repentance, as a lively 
Figure of that which was preſently + 
after to follow; for Jobn's Baptiſm. 


fe& upon the Mind: And*he him- 
ſelf reſtifies, That though be baptized 
them with Water, yet be that came af- 
ter bim, that was before bim, and more 
honourable than be, . ſhould baptize them 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and with Fre; 
that bis Fan was in hu hand, and that | 
'twas he ſhould throughly purge bis floor. » 


* 
* 


be done under his Goſpel- Diſpenſa- 


the Devil, to purifie Peoples Hearts, 
and make them Spiritual- minded: 
This is the proper Effect of Chriſt's >. 
laſting Baptiſm ; not the waſhing FJ 


the anſwer of a good Conſcience 


{ciences from dead Works, to ſerve 
a | ©} the f 
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the Living God in Newneſs of Life... 

The Baptiſm of Chriſt is but@ne; Bph. 4. 3. 

and thoſe who by it are Baptized 

into Jeſus Chriſt, are Baptized: into Rem. 5. 

his Death, and their Old Man cru- 357 

| ©, Cifted with him, that the Body of 

Sin may be deſtroyed, and they no 
longer ſerve Sin; becauſe they that - 

are dead with Chriſt, are freed from 

Sin, and made alive to God, to lie 

a Holy Righteous Life. Theſe are | 

| the bleſſed Effects of the Baptiſm of ;c,,.;> - 
. the Holy Ghoſt and Fire, and Be- 13. 

. gnieſits that redound to thoſe who * 

1 are in truth waſhed by Chriſt, in 

„ „ that holy Laver, which entitles us 

co a part in him: Tis our chiefeft 
Concern to know this inward ſpiri- 
ttual Baptiſm of Chriſt, that our 

Hearts may be Waſhzd, Purified, : Cor. 6s. 

and Sanctiſied by the Spirit of God; . 

. and that we really put on Chriit, 
and are in him, who is the Sub- 
ſtance, in whom the Types ended. 

Fobn knew and foretold himſelf, 

That be muſt decreaſe, but Chriſt muſt 1... 

. - #ncreaſe: He doch not ſay, I ſhall 30 

- ceaſe preſently at once; fo ſoon as 

| Chriſt's Baptiſm talteg place; but 
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Bagꝑtiſm to continue always amongſt 
Cifiſtians, then would not Fobn de- 
creaſe: Nor will it ſolve this Alle- 
_ gation, That *twas aboliſh'd as Fobr's, 
and inſtituted anew as Chriſt's : For 


# then hath Chriſt his different Goſpel- 


Baptiſms, which is erroneous: 
We grant that ſome of the Apo- 


| files did uſe Water-Baptiſm for a 


time; but we believe, twas rather 
in compliance with the Circum- 
ſtances of Time, than of Neceſſity, 
and in Condeſcention to the Weak- 
neſs of Believers in the very Infancy 


of the Church, and even the ſame 


Age wherein John Baptized; who 
was not only a true Meſſenger of 
God in his time, but had gained 


great Credit among the People, and 


his Memory and Meſſage could not 
ſoon be forgotten; nor vas it eaſie 
to draw them from a Practice, that 
but juſt before was acknowledged 
to be of Divine Authority. For 
we find the Apoſtles tolerated the 
_ believing Jes to live in certain 
Rites and Ceremonies of the Moſai- 
cal Law, not wichſtanding the Meſſiah 
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wWuoaSs come in the Fleſh; and abro 
gated them; ſo difficult "tis to diÞ. 


engage People from thoſe things, 
}. . wherein they have been Educated, 


and to which their Minds are once 
-|- glewed; and ſome of them would 
have had the believing Gentiles come 
under that Yoak, and be Circum- 


WW - 


T 
4 


Cifed ; which Paul, their great Apo- 
ſtle, withſtood, ſeeing beyond all 

1} thoſe things; knowing that the 

Kingdom of God was not Meats and nom. 14. 


|| Drinks, but Righteouſneſs, Peace, 17. 


and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt; and 
|. not in Word, but power; not di- 28. 
vers Waſhings, and carnal Ordi- Cel. 2.14 
H nances, which were Shadows, and _ _ 
to periſh ; but the Body is of Chriſt, Heb. s- 
and thoſe that are in him, are in him 4.7 .. 
Compleat ; believing, that if they 
were Circumciſed, Chriſt ſhould 
rofit them nothing: And yet we 
. fee ſuch was his Condeſcention, that 
he himſelf, notwithſtanding, Cir- 
cumciſed Tĩmotby; and when he was 
at Feruſalem, ſhaved his Head, Cc. iq, 21. 
| behaving himſelf as a Few, for the 20to2h. 


fakes of thoſe that ſaw not as far as 
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himſelfl. And notwithſtanding he 


was ſuch a laborious and zealous 
Publiſher of the Goſpel, yet we find © 
| 1cor, 1. he Baptized but very few, and thanks 
14. God that he Baptized no more, (ſure- 
ly twas not then eſſential to the Goc 
_ fpel,) bur ſaith plaMly, That he was 
SJ. 17. not ſent to Baptize, but to Preach *. 
3 the Goſpel; to turn People from 4 
1 Darkneſs to Light, from the Power 


®* of Satan to God, who had delivered 
x them from the Power of Darkheſs, 


and tranſlated them into the King- _ 
dom of his dear Son ; tis this that is 
of abſolute Neceſſity to our Salvati- 
on; he did not then Baptize becauſe |, 
ſome others did it, which yet is as 
large a Commiſſion, as perhaps, any © 
pretend to now-a-days. Of which 
we ſay as he did of Circumciſion, ' 
(though we don't grant tis the Seal 
of the Covenant, and introduced in 
room of Circumciſion; as ſome will 
+ . have it, but without Scripture-au- . 
| — neither Baptiſm nor no 
Baptiſm availeth any thing ſhort of a 
new Creature; which is the rrueſt 
Sign of Poſſeſſing the inward Spiri- 
tual Grace, and of being in Chriſt ; 
and is beyond all viſible Signs what- 
F foever, | The 
| Yes 


n 
us - }, The Apoſtles having thus indulged 
nd it, tis no wonder that tWas conti- 


aks nued, and ſince got footing under 
re- the Degeneracy; for as Corruption 
30 entred the Church, and was encrea- 


ſed, the Spirit and Life of Chriſtia- 


vas 
nity was more and more eclipſed, 


ach 1 


om and the Minds of its Profeſſors grew 
wer darker; and then adhered more to 
red external Performances; and not only 
jeſs, continued that, which had been uſed 
ing by their Predeceſſors, or at leaſt 

at is ſomething in its ſtead; but by de- 


F 


rati- grees added more Rites and Cere- 
auſe , & monies; and at length began to trim 


is as and deck that Religion, that in it 
any © Wielf was plain, ſimple, and homely, 
nich Fand conſiſted more in Power and 
ſion, © Divine Love, than outward Obſer- 
Seat [Efvations: Which in proceſs of time 
din Was ſo dreſt and garniſhed, that its 
will Auguſt Splendour became inviting 
to others. Under this Degeneracy 


au- * AC 
r no in degree ſprung up Infanr-Baptiſm, 
ofa a meer Humane Invention, without 
rueſt | ny Scripture-Auchority, either by 
pirt- . | recept or Practice; wherefore for 
wriſt; | oſe who don't uſe Baptiſm, as twas 
char. inſtituted under its proper Diſpen- 
The ſation 
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ſation, to upbraid us for neglecting 
E it, is abſard and unreaſonable. 
9 8 But that which makes the loudeſt 
Out- cry of all, is our Diſ-uſe of the 

| Sacrament, ſo called, of Bread and 
Wine; tis this is that peſtilent morta! 
Error that, in our Oppoſers Account, | 
renders us worſe, than the Papiſts, 
Whatever tis that makes us the 

Spawn of the Jeſuites; which with 

ſeveral others, are Epithets, that to 
| be ſure were calculated (tho' unjuſt. 
ly) to render us as odious:as may be 
to the People, and carry a great deal 
of Rancor in them, and favour of too 
much Gall, to proceed from the meek { 
Spirit of Chriſtianity, that teacheth » Ni 
tobeat Peace with, and have Charity" |} 
F zm. 2. for all that call on the Lord out ofa .. | 
pure Heart. But whether upon the 
whole, latter, wedeſerve this ſevere 

4 bitter Cenſure; or whether thoſe 
that fo liberally beſtow it upon us, 
have a juſt right to caſt che firſt stone, 
is what we deſire our ſuber Neigh- © 

5 bours to conſider, and not judge us 
alſo meerly from an implicit Belief 
of what others ſay of us. We afe - ||; 
not ignorant of the great Noiſe and 
| Stir 
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4 Stir there hath been ahout this in 

8 Cbriſtendom, to the ſcandalizing Chri- 

t II flianity among both Fews and Turks: 

E The Papifts have improv'd it ..te 

d F414 downright Idolatry, affirming tis the 

i che real Body and Blood, and as 
„ 1 ſuck adore it; (one would think 

, A rwere better let, alone: ) Others, 

e Tr thatChriſt is in it, trough they know 

h I not how : One ſaith tis this, another 

0 tis that; while they all ſeem to ex- 
II pedct that from it which it doth not 

e | c 83 adminiſter; for want of 
al II diſtinguiſhing between that Bread john . 
o of Life that came down from Heaven 51, 36 
K (that Fleſh and Blood of Chriſt, that 


hk | & giveth Life to all that feed thereon, 


ty Mi 424 which they dwell in him and he 
a . in them ;) and that Supper which 
fe 8 Fwas eaten by the Primitive Chriſtians 
re in Commemoration of his Death 
ſe | 1 * and Sacrifice; which are not ſo con- 
5, rente as that the one neceſſarily in- 
. 1 gcludes the other, as experience a- 
0 0 ona teſtifies; would people 
us but be true to themſelves herein; 
1 bow many are there that receive 


N 1 this from Year to Year, who yet 
1 1 Fomplain all their Lives of Deadneſs, 


ir G De 


John 14. 


23. 
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Dryneſs and Leanneſs of Soul, and 
want of Power; not receiving that 
renewing of Life, and Spiritual 
Strength that is propoſcd in it, and 
ſo but an empty Shadow indeed: 
For how can they in truth expect 


to feed in Chriſt Spiritually in their 


Hearts, who will not admit that he 
really dwells in his Saints, but eſteem 
it an Error in thoſe that do. How- 


ever, we believe all People ought to 


be well perſwaded in their own 
Minds, and ſeriouſly conſiderate in 


theſe and other Religious Practiſes; 


and not take up things meerly tra- 


LY 


ditionally, becauſe others do it; nor 


ought they to be vehemently preſt - 
to or againſt things not abſolutely- 


eſſential ro Salvation, in which 
their Underſtandings are not clear; 
Nor ſhould any be ſcoft or reproacht 
for thoſe things which to them are 


Matter of Conſcience. (and therefore. 


Sacred; tho' to others it may appear 


of leſs moment) a practice that is a 
great Shame among People profeſſ- 
ing Chriſtianity. Nor do we judge 


and condemn thoſe that are found in- 


the Practice either of this or Water- 
- Baptiſm 


| 


and F Baptiſm, as twas prjmitively uſed; 


that | whole Sover, Chriſtian, Circumſpect 
tual | Lives, witneſſeth to their fincere In- 
and | tentions herein; who may be con- 
ed: | A1cientioully tender in, and fearful to 
pet | omit it, till they are otherwiſe fully 


their * . « perſwaded: But for us, to whom 
it he the barrenneſs and emptineſs of theſe 


teem {| outward viſible Things are manifeſt, 

low- | We cannot continue therein; they 

ht to yielding no true Soul- Satisfaction, 

own {| nor adminiſtring any inward Spiri- 

re in | - tual Grace to us. Wherefore having 

tiſes; taſted that the Lord is good and , ve, 2. 


tra- I gracious, we wait for the fincere 2, 3: 
> nor | 1 Milk of that Word, by which we 
preſt »|| have been begotten to God, that we 
lurely- I may receive ſtrength thereby, and 
which grow in Grace, and the Knowledge 294. 3. 


cleaf; |: of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and a 


oache | 4 greater Acquaintance with that true 
m are inward Spiritual Communion and 
refore I 


j{ Fcllowſhip wich him, wherein he 
\ppedt »[.F ſups wich his Saints, and they With nen. 3. 
9 him, and receive Life by him, who 20 « 
wrofeſſ. 1 dwells in them and they i. him; 
judge as the Members are joyned to the 

3 . Head. and partike ofits Lif. „ FF 
ond in- Hcad, and partake of its Life, and live 36, 


Water- || by it; or the Branches to the Vine, Ihn 15. 
aptiſm 1 


* 
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-which receive Life, Vertue and | 
Nouriſhment from him, whereby 
Fruit is brought forth to the Glory 
of God, and well pleafing to him. 
"Tis not ſufficient that we partici- 
pate hereof once a Month or Quarter, 
#r0d-15. but as che Jews had their Manna,“ 
freſh every Morning, ſo weought to 
-w receive a daily Supply, and renew- 
ing of Strength in our inward Man, 
by eating that Heavenly Bread, that 
nouriſnheth up to Eternal Life, and 
John g. drinking plentifuliy of that Well of“ 
44. Living- Water, which in the Saints 
ſprings up to Life Eternal; for as in 
God we live, move and hae our very | 
beingʒ ſo is Chriſt the true and proper. 
Lite of the inward Man, by which it 
truly lives to God, nor can it live 
but by him. Thoſe that are be- 
gotten to God by the Word of Life, 
and ere born again of the Spirit, are 
priv iled ged thus ro feed on Chriſt, 
and erñoy him; which none can do. 
that are not firſt quickened and made 
alive by him; none can receive Life, 
Sap and Vertue from un as Head 
and Vine, that are not firſt joyned to. 
him as Members and Branches of 
| him; | 


<>, 


4 * 5 
2® 2:98 
Fd 
13 * 
( / 7 - 7 . 


him; nor is it ſufficient ro make Peo- 


41 


eby ple Members of Chriſt, and give 
OIY |. . them admittance to feed on him, in- 
IM. . that they were Sprinkled when In- 
1c fants, Ge. as we have already ex- 
tet, |  prefs'd, tho' they ſhoald eat Bread, 
nna, and drink Wine all their Days. 
% , GSjnce then we no leſs er joy the- 8 
== the Subſtance without the Sign, why _ 
3 


may we not omit it, as either being 
that but temporary, or not of abſoluic 
and , necellity;z as well as our Oppoſers : 
ll of“ do that Which was inſtituted (to uſe 

ants I their own term) #t the ſame time, 

as in and with as great ſolemnity, and 
very ] . greater formality, and was no leſs 
oper; poſitively commanded under the 


ich it | Mame pretence? Why may not the | 

t live | fame Authority abſolve us from the 5 
> be- ule of this, and exempt us from be- 

Life, ing chargeable with the breach of 

it, are a Command of Chriſt, as diſcharge 


hriſt, Þ them from waſhing one anothers John 13. 
an do. Feet and ſecure them from the like 14515. 
made F! cenſure? As alſo that of the Apoſtles, 


e Life, | concerning things ſtrangled and 22% 
Head F Blood; and that of James, anoint- Jam. 5. 


ned to. ing the Sick with Oil? Why ſhould ** 7 
hes of they be chus partial? Have we nor 
ham; K ©: — W3 good 


„„ „ 
godd reaſon to conclude, that if theſe 
had not been long ſince laid down, 
they would have cleav'd as cloſe to 
them; and that had thoſe of Baptiſm |] 
and Bread and Wine been then dif- -| 
1 continued alſo, they would be now as 
[i | eaſie under its omiſſion? For Traditi- * | 
= x gon, Cuſtom and Education, makes 
[ greater impreſſions on Mens Minds, 
= - |} than pernaps every one may be ſen- 
| fible of; nor is it an ezficTask at firſt, 

to move them from thoſe things to 

which they have been faſtned by it. 
| Would but People wholly relinquiſh 
; | thefe PreJudices, and conſider it im- 
ef | partially; tis probable. there may 
= _ appear no ſuch real difference, as * 
| | juſtly to omit the one, and yet with 


had 4 * 
* 
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equal reaſon to continue the other; 
ſince tis not that Bread that gives 
Life to the Soul, nor doth neceſſarily 
| include it; but that Chriſt may be 
bl - and is reccived, and fed on without 
| . it. Nor that thoſe can be thought * 
- Hit 21 tO forget his Death and Sacrifice, 
Gal. 1.4, Who ſegþbly partake of the Benefits | 
thereof, and purſue its Ends; who | 
are taught and aſſiſted by him to live 
2 Godly Kighteous Life, * | 
15 ut 
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heſe about in them the. Marks of the y- Mat. r. 
wn, ing of our Lord Jeſus; who died for 2 cor. 
5 all, that thoſe who live ſhould no 5-75: 
tim longer live to themſelves, Fulfilling 
. the Deſires of their Minds, but to 4 
was | dimthat died for them; that through 1 
diti. * = the Power of his Kc ſurrection they 
akes u may mortifie the Deeds of the Fleth, 
nds, - and have Fellowſhip with his Suffer- 
"Ig "1ngs, in whom his Life is made 
brit manifeſt. Neither can thoſe who- 
«rg | knowledge his Death and Sacri- 
y i 7 ice, and partake from time to time 
ui 7 of this Bread and Wine in memory 

* of it, and yet are not by him redeem- 
may ed from a vain Converſation, and 
r made conformable to his Death, and 
ich” | -- ſo feed on him, as to participate of 
ber: that Life that comes dy him, in any 
** , wiſe eſcape Damnation, let their 
il Pretenſions be what they will. 

4d Since then God hath repleniſh'd 
Son our Hearts, with his Grace, and hath. 
whe oh et with-held his Heavenly Manna 
7.4 | fiom us, bur daily owns us by his 

1s | comfortable Preſence, to our great 
8 |} fatisfaftion, under the Omiſſion of 
155 . + theſe things; ſupplying our Wants: 
"od and Leceſſities, as we have recourſe 
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* For we intend not 
to 4pologize for thoſe, 
H, tho" they may be 
cid by our Name, 
yet live looſely, and 
w. E diſorderly, and 
acc Riemijhes and a 
Grief to s; which 
yet ought to be un- 
 puted to their Inſin- 

cerity or Unwatchficl- 
neſs, and not to the 
Tnſugtricncy of the 


Pranciple they pre- 


tend to. 


(60) a: 
unto him, in that which ever hath 
acceſs unta him, having our conti- 
nual Dependancy on him, 


uo enables and ſtrength- 
ens thoſe of us * that re- 
tain our Primitive Sinceri- 
ty and Intcgrity, to lead 
2 Sober, Pious, Chriſtian 
Life, as becomes the Go- 
ſpel of Chriſt, which is the- 
certain Product of Spiri- 
tual Grace, and forasmuch 
as our Oppoſers acknow- 


ledge it to be but an outward viſi- 
ble Sign, and dare not fay that the 
inward Spiritual Grace is tied to it, 


nor that 


blacken 


Benefits 


we 


tis of abſolute neceſſity to 


us, and condemn in groſs 


our whole Chriſtian Profeſſion, prin- 
pally from hence; as though "were 
the chief thing that conſtitutes a 
Chriſtian, and entitles him to the 


that come by Chriſt. 


What ſhall we think then of per- 
haps more than Two parts in Three 


S 


Salvation; with what reaſon dothey _ _* 
Unchriſtian us, and ſo load us with 
Calumnies and Accuſations on this 
Account; uling it as an Inſtance to 
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= of their own Aſſembly, who no 


8 
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more practice this than do we, and 


yet are many of them as ſober People, 
and if we may know (as Chriſt directs 
us,) by their Fruits, are doubtleſs as 
near the Kingdom, and no leſs in a 
- State of Grace, than are thoſe who 
ſo exult in, and value themſelves up- 
on this Performance; which hows-. 
Ever it may bound and diſtinguiſh: 
particular Societies. and Communi- 
ons. tis certain no Obſervations nor 
performances ſhort of being ruled 


| : and governed by the Spirit of Chriſt, 


as Head, can entitle us to a Member- 


| fhip mn him; we may make a ſpeci- 
. ous She, and carry a Syſtem of 
Divinity in our Heads; but if he 
rules not our Hearts, we are none 


of his. 'Twere well they were as 
thoughtful ro fulfil all Righteouſneſs 
in every reſpect, and as zealvuſly 
careful and concern'd to obſerve and 


£ 


and Promiſes pronounced 


>punRually perform all the Com- 

mands and Injunctions to which the 
Chriſtian Religion obligeth them, 
and to qualify themſelves to be 

rightful Inheritors of thoſe Bleſſings 
by our 
Saviour 
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the Sum both of Mens Duty and 
Enjoyments, and that their Salvation 
turned upon this very Pin; which 


Wills are unſubdued, and Luſts un- 
mortified. But we find that Men have 


Minds, by affording ſignal inſtances 
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Saviour, as they tenaciouſly adhere 
| 2 8 
to this; as though twere indeed 


yet People may perform, while their 


been apt enough to be buſily em- 
ployed about Mint, Annis and Cum 
min, whilſt they neglect the weigh 
tier Matters, to run into, and crx 
up, and maintain thoſe exterior parts 
of Religion, that are reconcileable to 
an Unconverted State. 

If the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
were leſs taken up about Sins and 
Shadows, and nice and unnieceflary . 
Scrutinies and Diſtinctions, where- 
with they perplex it, and more de- 
voted to obſerve the weighty, im- 
portant, and indiſpenſable Precepts 
of Chriſt, and demonſtrate the Pow- | 
er that Chriſtianity hath over their 


of their being his true Diſciples, and 
rightful Heirs of his Kingdom, being 
in meaſure inveſted with his Divine 
Vertues and Graces ; we ſhould ov 5 
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leſs Envy, Variance, Back biting, and 
Detraction, which weaken the com- 
mon Intereſt and piety, and give our 
common Enemy an advantage; and 
more Chriſtian Love, Peace, Con- 
cord and good Neighbourhood a- 
mongſt us. If all that mean well, 


did bur Purſue Vertue, love it, and 
encourage it, where ever it appears; 
and hate Vice and Evil in all, and 
diſcountenance it every where; and 


make theſe the . Meaſures of their 
Chriſtian Charity, rather than Paral- 
lel Opinions in leſſer Matters, twould 
bring us nearer together, and more 
advance True Piety, than all their 


* | contending about different Appre- 


henſions in things far leſs eſſential. 


God, who regards not Names, but 


Natures, knows among all Nations 


and People who are his; and the 


Rule he left us to know alſo, was 
their Fruits, their Actions being the 
exert ion of their Wills; all Mankind 
are either under the Power and 
Conduct of the Spirit of God, gr 


elſe of the Devil; all are either Car- 


nal or Spiritual minded; and as is 
the Spring and bent of their 3 
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and Affections, ſo is their Aﬀions ;; 
each Birth have their proper Pro- 
ducts, which are contrary to each 
other. So that let what Notions-or 
Opinions ſoever poſſeſs Mens Heads, 
they live according to that Spirit 
and Principle that governs their 
Hearts. We cannot gather Grapes 
of Thorns, nor Figs of Thiſtles; no _ 
| On. s, Fountain ſends forth bitter Water 
,, and ſweet at the ſame time. Tis 
— 5 an Evangelical Truth, Thoſe that 5 
live in Envy and Strife, and brin 
' wpb,s.9. forth tbe Fruits of the Fleſh; are of 
their Father the Devil; and thoſe + 
who by the Spirit, mortifie thoſe 
corrupt Luſts and. Affections, and. 
bring forth the Fruits of the Spirit,, 
adorning the Doctrine of God our 
Saviour, by a Sober, Godly, Righte- 
* ous Life, are of God; for herein 
1 the Children of God, are manifeſt 
WW: * from the Children of the Devil. 
| Thus have we gandidly, though =» 
17 briefly, expreſt our real Opinion and 
* Belief in thoſe Points, in which we 
3 apprehend our Adverſaries have en 
deavour'd moſt to expoſe us; which 
Il we hope may prove ſatisfactory to 
* 0 . thoſe, 
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.. _ y thoſe, ho are not reſolved to think 
ill of us: But to ſpeał fully to every 
I critical, trifling Objection, were a 
r I tedious Task, as well as vaſtly beyond 
, the Extent of our Deſign. We re- 
3 queſt our ſerious Neighbours to hear 
+ » [| and ſee for themſelves, and not take 
gs things upon truſt from dthers, and 
0 ' Judging the things they know not, 
r © condemn us by hear-fay. Don't be 
s | - impoſed upon, by thoſe whoſe pee- 
ix || viſh Humours would have all do 


& like themſelves; who either look 
4 | not at all, or but very coyly into the 
fs - Books of thoſe, they have taken a 
pet againſt, whoſe Perſwaſion in ſome 
d. . things differs from what they have 
t. pronounced Orthodox; as tho Truth 

ö were their peculiar ineloſure; which 


e. | -yet certainly argues either a great 
in ] deal of Prejudice, or a feeble and 
mY fleeting * that dares not 
truſt it ſelf. Were our Books ſtuft 
< |. wich ſuch palpable Errors as is ſug- 
J Me, 9 
d . geſted, ſurely twere not {o dange- 
ve rous Reading them: Who fears to 
* read the Alchoran? But on the con- 
h . 74rary, tis a ſtrong indication that 
bo they contain much truth; for as tis 
A the 
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the proper Object of the Underſtand- ; 


thoſe who diligently ſeck it for love | 
of it, and willingly depoſit all pre .. 


tion. Bethenſojuſt to us, and kind 


the Witneſs of God in your own 
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ing z ſo where it appears with - By 
ou Evidence, anſwering to Peoples 
own Experience, tis very forcible 
and prevalent upon the Minds of 


i atm AA owmcs 


ingagements of Mind in its diſquiſi- 


to your ſelves, as to relinquiſh all 
Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſions, and im- 
partially examine the truth of theſe 
things; ſearch the Sacred Scriptures 
diligently, with an inclination rather 
to find and embrace Truth, than to 
ſuppoxt a received Opinion; try 
whether 'tis ſo or not; comparing 
it with your own Experiences, and 
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Hearts. Though our Belief in ſome 
of theſe Particulars don't exactly 
quadrate to that of our Oppoſers, it 
don't therefore neceſſarily follow, tis 
not agreeable to Truth and Scripture: . 
Nor can they give us any infallible 
aſſurance, that their Conceptions are 
a true Stada: d of Truth, notwith- 
ſtanding they vend their Apprehenz 
ſions as the only Orthodox; yes, 
| and 
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and are diſpleaſed too with thoſe 
that can't be determined by them. 1 
We have no Deſign, carrying on 

behind the Curtain, how ſoever our 
Sober Demeanour may be unchari- 
tably (not to ſay maliciouſſy) inſi- 
* .. nuated as only a Cover of Sheeps 

Cloathing upon the Wolves Nature; 
and our moſt Solemn Declaration of 
dur Belief in ſeveral Religious Points 
being undeniable Truths,) conſtru- 
ed, and ſuggeſted by ſome Men as 
only a fair Cover wherewith we 
guild over our Poyſpn, that it may 
paſs the leſs ſuſpected, & be the more 
:. glibly ſwallowed. What think you, 
. is not this the heighth of Prejudice, 
and Envy in the abſtract? Would 
they themſelves be content to be 
thus interpreted? We have no intent 
to decoy and trapan People, that we 
ſhould walk under gg Diſguiſe; 
which Intreagues uſually have inter- 
eſt at one end of them, which can't 
be our caſe, who neither give nor 


* 
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take Money for Preaching? ſo that @ 


the increaſe *of our Numbers, 
J. won't fill our Coffgrs. We have 
no other Intereſt to promote, _ 
; te 
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the Advancement of true Piety and Y 
Chriſtianity: And having Love and 
Good-will to all People, more eſpe- 
cially to thoſe whoſe Minds are 
awakened, and Hearts watmed, ha- 
ving true fervent Deſires, and living 
_ .Breathings towards God, thirſting. + 1 
after a nearer and more fatisfatory FF 
knowledge of, and acquaintancewith 
him, than barely a profeſſion and hear- 
ſay of him; and therefore what we 
have found advantagious, aſſiſtant and 
ſatisfactory to us, in our unwearied * } 
purſuit after Peace with him, that 
we recommend to others. We call 
People home to the Gift of God in 
themſelves, which only can do them 
good; that every one may know » ' 
the good Shepherd and Biſhop of 
Souls for themſelves, and hear and 
know his Voice in them, from that 
of a Stranger ; and learn of him, and 
follow him, who is pure, and ever 
leads to Purity and Holineſs; that fo 
his offering up of himfelf for them 
may be of benefit to them, and they 
experience the great Salvation of 
God. For impreſs this upon your 
Minds, aad take it along with you 
| at 
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1d That notwithſtanding our Saviour 
* ; N . * 2 e 
nd If bath paid a Ranſom for us, and 


made an Atonement through the * 
the precious Blood of his Croſs; yer 
if we experience not, the end of his 
Coming, and Death effected, and N 
„anſwered in our ſelves, it ſhall avail 
us nothing; except we know him 
a Saviour and Supporter near; except 
«we know a Principle of Divine Light. 
and Life, to illuminate our Minds, 
to revive and warm our languiſhing 
Hearts, to beget and increaſe true 
Love to God, and the living Faith 
that gives Victory, to convert us, 
and govern our Thoughts, to renew 
and regulate our Wills, and limit 
our Deſires, and bridle our Tongues, 
to excite holy Inclinations, and keep 
up a due Heat in our Chriſtianity, 
and ſtrengthen our Minds. in that- 
Which is good and well pleaſing to 
God; Except we know theſe things - 
in and for our ſelves, all our outſide 
ſhew of Religion is but vain, and 
our Profeſſion of Ghriſt ſnall profit us 
nothing; but we ſhall lye down in 
ſorrow at laſt. For none are Chriſt's, 
” but thoſe that have his Spirit, and 
n H are 


dur 


Nom. 8. are influenced by it; nor are any ©. 4 
414 Children of God, but thoſe that are 
led by the Spirit of God; which begeiss 
< n the Mind a deteſtation of Sin and 
Evil, and a love to Purity, Goodneſs. 
and Vertue. Wherefore, laying aſide 
all Strife and Animoſities, all Euvy- + 
veg. ing and Evil-ſpeaking, let us abhor 1 
that which is Evil, and cleave to 
that which is Good, and addreſs* FJ 
our ſelves with a due and humble 
Application to the accompliſhment 
that moſt concerning and impox- » | 
tant Affair of our Lives, the working | 
out our Salvation. And let every * 
one follow the Lord faithfully, ac- . | 


% 


cording to what is made known to \ 


them; knowing that we ſhall be 53 ; 


nudged according to our Knowledge, 
and that twill be happy for thoſe- 
whoſe Wills and Performances cor- © 
reſpond with their -Urderflandings, , | 
; in that Day when all muſt ſtand be. 
fore the Judgment. ſeat of Chriſt, and © | 

give an account of their Deeds done 
m the Body, ard receive a ſentence 
thereafter; either, Come ye Hefſed, or 
Depart from me ye workers of Iniquity. 
Ek want be then of what Congtega- 
tiom 


9 


4 tion or Confeſſion of Faith, or of, 


what perſwaſion amongſt the many 
waſt thou? Among all which there 


will then be but Two ſorts, the Sheep- 


„ 


and the Goats; thoſe that heard the 
Shepherd's Voice, and followed him, 
who were guided and governed by 
the good Spirit of God in their 
Hearts; and thoſe who wrapping. 


their Talent in a Napkin, ſtifled 


Convictions, and neglecting the Day 
of their Viſitation, continued under 
the dark Power of the Evil One. 
One may go a great way, and make- 
a fair ſhew of Religion and Piety, 


and yet be turned to the left Hand; 
tis not having our Heads filled with 


curious ſublime Notions, though of 


never ſo tine and clevated a Specu- 


4 Zation; let's trim and garriſh our 


Lamps never ſo fincly, twill not 
adminiſter an entrance without the 
Heavenly Oil, without that Roly 


Divine Unction fils our Hearts, en- 


lightens our Minds, and initames our 
Affections to a due Waichfulneis ard: 


Obedience to its Teachings; Wich 


Hre the moſt aſſured Marks of gur 
beingreally in Chrit, in whom on 
our acceptance is Hz Thas 
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„ That you with us, and we with *** 4 
you, may ſo circumſpectly live up 
to our Light and Knowledge given 
by Chriſt, as that our Conſciences 
may not condemn us; but that, 
having frfiſhed our Days here with * | 
comfort, we may lay down our 42 
Heads in Peace, with a well. ground- 
ed Hope of a joyful Reſurrection, 
and have Boldneſs in the Day of- 
judgment; is our Hearty Deſire. 
For howfoever People may have 
been poſſeſt with the contrary, bj 
thoſe who probably have left nothing | 
unattempted, which their invention 
could ſupply, to fix an Odium, and 
{care People from us, we believe the 
Reſurtection as delivered to us 
in the Holy Scriptures; and our 
Adverſaries can't reaſonably pretend. 
10 know more; in which we willing= 
ly acquieſce; content that Faith 
ſupply the defect of Demonſtration; 
elteeming it conſentaneous to Rea- 
jon. to forbear even the moſt ab. 
ſtracted reaſoning about that which | 
BS above Reaſon, We doubt not in 
ihe leaſt either the reality or excels |- 
kncy of it; but our great care, and 
5 neceſſarx 
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* 
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eie e 
neceſſary concern is, that if by any 
means we may attain to the Reſur- 1 
n F rection of the Juſt; and then ' tis ! 
s J ſüuffcient that when our Lord appears md 
„ Ve fhallbe like him: Which hope 2 “ 
n | - and.expeQation ought to excite in 'F 
1 
. 
1 


all, moſt fervent Deſires, and vi- i 
gorous Purſuits after Purity and | ] 
» Holineſs. _ 

„ „ | | 5 

If what we have Written for 


& your Information, may find ſome 
y F. place with thoſe, who being im- 
g partial, and inquiring, have room 
mn to receive it, and that it contributes 
d 0 their Benefit and Satisfaction, we 
1e WF. have our End: But for thoſe who 
us I are full, or are Critical, and ready 
Ir | 1 to Carp at every Word or Sentence 
id. I that is not plac'd to their Mind, if 
g- ff. not alſo pre. judge it, as tis not 
th - 1 intended for them; ſo we don't 
z . {ſuppoſe twill prove to their good 
a-. It Liking, nor meet wich a Reception 
b- *$ amongſt them. For we don't pro- 


: poſe to reconcile our whole Beljef 
in and perſwaſion in Religious Matters 
AJ o that of our Oppoſers; who not- 
id * | Withſlanding, what we have writ, 
| H 3 ve 
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ve erpect will yer acguſe- us of. 
Error. However, having thus far 


mind or leiſure to differ about Mar 


ceſſary Points of the Chriſtian Reli- 


and Criticiſms of ſuch who may 4" 


exactly to their Level. Whom yet 


this World. Were this (as it ought} 


* * 2 8 , 


declar'd our ſelves in the moſt ne- 


arther obliged tO anſwer the Cavils 


appear Contentious and will never 4 
want ſomething to object againſt 
thoſe that come not up in all things 


we adviſe, rather to be quiet, and |} 
ſtudy to know and govern them- + 'Þ 
felves, according to that Religion 
that is pure and Undefiled before 
God, and leads to Viſit and Aſſiſt 
the Father leſs and Widows in their 
Affliction, and to keep themſelves » * 

from the Spots and Defilements of 


our Principal Care and Concern in 
our Conduct, we ſhould have little 


ters of leſs moment: And while 
we ſeem zealouſly to conterd about 
Religion, fruſtrate its end. We 
ftould not be taken up in diſputing 
what that Principle is, which God- 
hath plac'd in us to do us good, 
| x RAG 
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* Bi in the mean time e neglef its 
Aſſiſtance, and obſtruct its Operation 
upon the Mind; but be given up. 
to be leavened and „ by it 
chat we may partake of the Bleſ- \ 
{| fings thereof; and with it build on 1843 
e Foundation G 


' ath laid, that 13, 14. 
which may abide the fiery Tryal. . 
ro which we Ktommend you, and 
remain your peaceable and loving \ 
it IN | 0 
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THEEND. 


